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Are	you	running	out	of	memory?	In	this	guide,	you’ll	learn	how	to	move	apps	to	your	SD	card	so	you	can	free	up	storage	and	get	the	most	from	your	storage	space.Managing	storage	space	has	become	easier	with	the	help	of	cloud	services,	streaming,	and	smartphones	getting	more	internal	memory.	Regardless,	it’s	often	a	matter	of	time	before	you
find	yourself	looking	around	for	apps	to	delete	so	you	can	make	space	for	more	files	and	apps.	Many	of	you	may	own	budget	devices,	which	usually	make	sacrifices	in	the	storage	department.	You	might	also	enjoy	games,	and	these	apps	are	known	to	use	up	a	significant	amount	of	storage.The	good	news	is	that	if	your	device	comes	with	expandable
storage,	you’ll	be	able	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card.	Additionally,	you	can	turn	your	microSD	card	into	internal	storage.	This	will	effectively	make	it	possible	to	move	apps	to	your	SD	card	and	all	other	data	you	may	have	on	your	phone.	We’ll	show	you	how	to	do	both.	Read	more:	The	best	microSD	cards	Things	to	know	before	moving	forwardEdgar
Cervantes	/	Android	AuthorityThere	are	some	things	to	keep	in	mind	before	moving	forward.	While	the	ability	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card	used	to	be	pretty	widespread,	it’s	become	less	common	in	later	years.	For	starters,	the	list	of	devices	that	even	support	SD	cards	is	getting	shorter.	Most	of	them	are	mid-range	or	budget	phones.	And	even	if	your
device	has	an	SD	card,	it	might	not	support	moving	apps	to	an	SD	card.	Furthermore,	app	developers	have	to	enable	this	feature.	Very	few	do	nowadays.We	should	also	mention	that	some	phones	also	can	turn	your	external	storage	into	internal	storage.	This	also	has	its	downsides.	The	main	ones	are	that	the	phone	will	require	using	the	SD	card	at	all
times,	and	it	can’t	be	transferred	to	another	phone	unless	formatted.	We’ll	talk	more	about	this	method	and	its	consequences	in	the	latter	section	of	this	guide.	The	good	news	is	that	it’s	effortless	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card	on	Android.	Just	keep	in	mind	some	apps	don’t	allow	this	feature.	Manufacturers	might	also	remove	this	capability.	Open	the
Settings	app.	Go	into	Apps.	Access	the	app	you	want	to	move	to	the	SD	card.	Select	Storage.	If	the	app	supports	the	feature,	you	will	see	an	option	called	Storage	used.	To	change	where	the	app	is	stored,	tap	the	Change	button	right	under.	Select	the	SD	card.	Tap	on	Move.	The	phone	will	transfer	the	files.	This	process	is	reversible,	so	if	you	should
decide	you	want	the	app	back	on	your	internal	storage,	you	can	move	it	again	using	the	same	process.	Related:	These	are	the	best	external	hard	drives	Use	an	SD	card	as	internal	storageEdgar	Cervantes	/	Android	AuthorityIf	the	previous	method	isn’t	good	enough	or	isn’t	supported	by	your	app/manufacturer,	there’s	still	another	way	to	move	apps	to
microSD	on	Android.	It	might	be	a	more	convenient	option.	You	can	make	Android	treat	your	SD	card	as	internal	storage.	This	will	make	everything	much	more	convenient,	as	you	no	longer	have	to	worry	about	where	to	put	apps	and	files.	Your	internal	storage	and	SD	card	will	turn	into	one	conglomerate.Turning	your	microSD	card	into	internal
storage	has	its	downsides.	Once	you	turn	an	SD	card	into	a	phone’s	internal	storage,	you	will	only	be	able	to	use	that	storage	unit	with	that	specific	phone	(unless	you	format	it	again).	Furthermore,	the	phone	will	only	work	when	said	microSD	card	is	inserted.	Removing	it	will	trigger	a	factory	data	reset.Aside	from	turning	your	phone	and	SD	card	into
slaves	to	each	other,	you	might	also	have	to	worry	about	performance.	SD	cards	can	be	slow.	Make	sure	you	get	one	that’s	fast	enough	to	keep	performance	healthy	on	your	Android	device.	Lastly,	not	every	phone	supports	this	feature,	even	if	it	has	expandable	storage.	Adopt	an	SD	card	the	easy	way	Insert	the	microSD	card	into	the	phone.	If	the
device	supports	it,	a	notification	will	ask	you	how	you	want	to	use	it.	Choose	to	adopt	external	storage.	This	will	format	and	encrypt	the	microSD	card.	Put	the	microSD	card	in	your	Android	phone.	Open	the	Settings	app.	Select	Storage.	Tap	on	the	SD	card	you	inserted.	Hit	the	menu	button	and	select	Storage	settings.	Choose	Format	as	internal.	Hit
Erase	and	format.	Hit	OK.	Migrate	your	data	(or	choose	to	do	so	later).	More	tips:	How	to	free	up	storage	space	on	Android	Using	a	third-party	appJoe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityIf	you’re	having	no	luck	with	the	native	ways	to	move	apps	to	SD	cards,	you	might	want	to	try	one	more	thing	—	using	a	third-party	app.	There	are	plenty	of	them	on	the
Google	Play	store.	A	very	popular	one	is	AppMgr	III,	previously	known	as	App	2	SD.Just	remember	these	won’t	work	with	all	apps	either.	These	apps	are	great	options	for	when	phones	have	stopped	supporting	the	feature,	and	your	apps	still	do.	Next:	Android	settings	you	should	change	to	improve	your	experience	FAQs	Can	you	move	any	app	to	SD?
No.	The	developer	has	to	support	this	feature.	Additionally,	the	phone	has	to	support	this	capability	and	have	an	SD	card	slot,	which	is	rare	nowadays.	Can	I	remove	an	SD	card	if	I	adopt	it	as	internal	storage?Removing	an	SD	card	that	has	been	adopted	as	internal	storage	will	trigger	a	factory	reset.	This	is	because	the	system	has	integrated	it	with
the	actual	internal	storage	and	considers	them	one.	The	SD	card	needs	to	stay	in	your	phone	until	formatted	again.	Technically,	you	should	be	able	to,	but	keep	in	mind	that	a	slower	SD	card	will	also	slow	down	your	apps.	It	would	be	best	to	consider	going	for	at	least	a	Class	10	UHS-1	SD	card.	Or	one	as	fast	as	your	phone	supports.	How	commonly
do	phones	support	moving	apps	to	SD?It	is	now	a	very	rare	feature.	Even	older	phones	that	have	been	upgraded	to	more	recent	Android	versions	have	begun	to	lose	these	capabilities.	Though	32GB,	64GB	and	128GB	of	Android	internal	storage	sounds	large	and	adequate	for	daily	use,	it	easily	gets	full	in	few	years	when	you	have	lots	of	files	piled	up
on	your	Android	phone/tablet(especially	apps	and	games,	which	might	reach	100MB	each).	You	know,	we	have	dozens	of	apps	installed	on	Android	not	to	mention	videos,	music	and	photos.	To	avoid	slow	response,	you	need	to	get	your	Android	phone	a	thorough	cleanup.	There	are	different	methods	provided	for	Android	device	users.	Solution	1:	Free
Up	Android	Space	without	Losing	Anything	1.	Compress	photos.	The	first	thing	we	can	do	to	free	up	our	Android	space	is	to	compress	Android	photos	without	sacrificing	photo	quality.	There	are	many	photo	compressing	apps	offering	for	help.	You	just	need	to	download	one	on	your	computer	and	have	photos	and	videos	on	your	Android	device
scanned.	After	that,	the	app	will	show	you	the	original	size	of	your	photo	album	and	the	compressed	size.	2.	Move	apps	to	SD	card	(opens	new	window).	Apps	will	be	installed	on	your	phone	by	default	if	you	didn't	choose	to	install	apps	on	SD	card.	To	move	apps	to	SD	card,	you	just	need	to	go	to	"Settings"	>	"Storage"	>	"Internal	storage"	>	"Apps"	>
find	the	app	>	hit	on	"CHANGE"	>	"SD	card"	>	"MOVE".	Solution	2:	Copy	Files	to	PC	or	Cloud	1.Upload	Photos	to	Google	Photos.	Google	Photos	allows	you	to	upload	photos	onto	cloud	with	either	high	quality	or	original	one.	You	can	also	upload	other	files	and	documents	to	Google	Drive	and	other	cloud	storage	service.	2.	Copy	Files	from	Android	to
Computer.	Make	sure	that	the	important	files	you	want	are	included	and	back	up	your	Android	phone.	Just	simply	back	them	up	to	your	computer	with	Android	data	manager.	After	making	sure	that	your	Android	phone	data	is	copied,	you	can	delete	the	photos,	videos	or	music	that	is	not	frequently	used	from	your	Android.	The	deleted	files	are	not
gone	forever,	you	can	recover	them	back	with	FonePaw	Android	Data	Recovery	(opens	new	window)	anytime	you	like.	Solution	3:	Delete	Useless	Files	or	Uninstall	Bloatware	1.	Clear	App	Cache.	As	we	use	our	Android	app,	some	cache	files	on	your	Android	phone	will	be	added	up.	To	get	more	space,	you	have	to	clear	app	cache	from	time	to	time.	Go
to	"Settings"	>	"Apps"	>	choose	the	apps	>	hit	on	"Storage"	>	"CLEAR	CACHE".	2.	Delete	useless	file	folder.	Another	way	to	wipe	Android	files	for	more	space	will	be	deleting	useless	folders	or	files	with	Android	file	category	direction.	3.	Delete	useless	files	with	Root	Explorer.	Install	Root	Explorer	and	locate	"/data/local"	directory.	Then,	find	the
folder	named	"rights"	or	"tmp"	and	empty	the	folders.	After	that,	the	apps	that	failed	to	be	installed	will	be	erased.	4.	Root	Android	and	remove	bloatware.	There	are	many	bloatware	pre-installed	on	our	Android	phone,	to	get	Android	phone	tidied	up,	we	can	root	Android	phone	to	get	the	superuser	mode	and	you	can	now	uninstall	pre-install	apps	by
going	to	"Settings"	>	"Apps"	>	choose	the	app	>	"UNINSTALL".	Solution	4:	Factory	Reset	Android	Phone	If	the	methods	above	don't	work	for	you,	you	have	to	try	to	factory	reset	your	Android	phone	(opens	new	window):	Go	to	"Settings"	>	"Backup	&	reset"	>	"Factory	data	reset"	or	flash	a	new	ROM	for	Android	phone	(opens	new	window)	to	get
more	Android	phone.	As	you	can	see,	there	are	many	useful	way	to	free	up	Android	space	when	the	internal	phone	memory	is	full.	Try	them	one	by	one	to	get	more	storage	for	your	Samsung	Galaxy	S7/S6	Edge+/S6,	HTC,	Sony,	Motorola	and	more	Android	phone	and	tablet.	Though	the	best	Android	phones	come	with	plenty	of	storage	these	days,
space	is	usually	scarce	on	older	devices	and	cheap	phones,	with	a	large	part	of	the	phone's	storage	taken	up	by	the	operating	system	and	preloaded	apps.Fortunately,	a	number	of	Android	devices	sport	microSD	card	slots	that	allow	you	to	expand	your	storage	capacity	by	inserting	a	memory	card.	Using	a	memory	card	in	your	phone	will	not	only	allow
you	to	store	your	photos	and	videos	to	it,	but	may	also	let	you	move	some	of	your	apps	across.	Not	all	Android	phones	support	this.	But	for	those	that	do,	here's	our	guide	on	how	to	move	Android	apps	to	an	SD	CardWhat	to	know	about	adding	storageFirst,	not	all	Android	devices	allow	you	to	install	portions	of	an	installed	app	to	the	microSD	card,	but
for	those	that	do,	it’s	just	a	quick	trip	to	the	application	manager	and	a	button	press	away.	Most	flagship	phones	have	moved	away	from	support	for	this	feature;	it	is	more	commonly	found	in	midrange	to	low-end	hardware,	but	these	are	often	devices	that	could	use	the	extra	storage.Unfortunately,	even	if	your	smartphone	supports	the	feature,	not	all
apps	do.	Large	apps	such	as	games	leave	most	of	their	data	on	the	internal	storage.	For	example,	Asphalt	8	puts	just	64MB	of	data	on	the	microSD	card	while	leaving	the	remaining	1.4GB	to	fill	up	your	phone	or	tablet.	That	said,	you	can	save	some	space	this	way,	particularly	if	you	have	a	lot	of	apps	installed	and	move	as	many	as	possible	to	a
microSD	card.Move	apps	to	SD	card	using	application	manager1.	Navigate	to	Settings	on	your	phone.	You	can	find	the	settings	menu	in	the	app	drawer.2.	Tap	Apps.3.	Select	an	app	you	want	to	move	to	the	microSD	card.4.	Tap	Storage.5.	Tap	Change	if	it’s	there.If	you	don’t	see	the	Change	option,	the	app	cannot	be	moved.	If	you	are	unable	to	find
any	apps	with	this	option,	it	is	likely	that	your	device	does	not	support	the	feature.6.	Tap	Move.If	you	wish	to	move	an	app	back	to	the	internal	memory,	hit	the	Change	button	again	and	select	Internal	Storage.Use	SD	card	as	internal	storageIf	your	device	does	not	support	moving	apps	to	a	microSD	card	there’s	another	option,	first	introduced	in
Android	Marshmallow,	that	may	be	the	answer	for	you.	This	feature	is	called	Adoptable	or	Flex	Storage,	and	it	allows	you	to	format	a	microSD	card	to	act	like	added	internal	storage.	Again,	not	all	devices	with	a	microSD	slot	will	support	this	feature:	Motorola,	Huawei	and	Nvidia	have	all	chosen	to	enable	Flex	Storage,	while	Samsung	and	LG	have
removed	it.There	are	a	few	factors	to	consider	before	enabling	this	feature.	You	will	want	the	fastest	microSD	card	that	you	can	find	to	ensure	smooth	performance,	at	least	Class	10	or	UHS-I	and	preferably	UHS-3.	Any	data	present	on	the	microSD	card	will	be	erased	when	you	format	it	as	internal	storage,	and	from	that	point,	it	will	be	unusable	in
other	devices	(unless	you	reformat	it	again).	Finally,	remember	that	if	you	remove	this	microSD	card	from	your	phone,	you	will	break	functionality	to	any	apps	or	content	you’ve	moved	to	it.1.	Navigate	to	settings	on	your	phone.	You	can	find	the	settings	menu	in	the	app	drawer.2.	Tap	Storage.3.	Select	your	SD	card.	4.	Tap	the	overflow	menu	button	in
the	upper-right	corner.5.	Select	Storage	Settings.6.	Tap	Format	as	Internal.7.	Tap	Erase	&	Format.	If	the	system	determines	that	your	microSD	card	is	too	slow	it	will	prompt	you	with	a	warning	here	that	it	will	degrade	performance.8.	Tap	Move	now.	After	making	the	selection	you	will	tap	next	and	initiate	the	transfer	to	your	microSD	card.	The
system	will	indicate	roughly	how	long	the	transfer	will	take	and	how	much	data	will	be	moved	to	your	SD	card.9.	Tap	Done.Your	SD	card	will	now	be	listed	immediately	below	the	internal	shared	storage	and	the	system	will	use	it	as	additional	internal	storage	in	the	future.Now	you	know	how	to	move	Android	apps	to	an	SD	Card,	take	a	look	at	how	to
speed	up	your	Android	phone	or	tablet	in	this	quick	and	easy	guide.	For	something	more	advanced,	check	out	how	to	connect	USB	storage	devices	to	your	Android	phone	or	how	to	print	from	an	Android	phone	or	tablet.Today's	best	Sandisk	128GB	MicroSD	Card	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View
Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)View	Deal	(opens	in	new	tab)
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