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No	new	notifications	You’ll	get	updated	when	important	things	are	happening,	and	when	you	engage	with	our	community.	Google	Play	Store	(Image	credit:	Android	Central)	Google	seems	to	want	to	move	away	from	Android	app	formatted	as	APKs	in	the	Play	Store.It's	now	started	mandating	that	new	apps	entering	the	store	from	August	should	use	its
new	AAB	format.The	move	is	likely	to	harm	third-party	app	stores	as	Google	remains	the	only	store	that	uses	the	AAB	format.Google	this	week	announced	that	it	would	be	mandating	the	adoption	of	the	Android	App	Bundle	(AAB)	over	Android	Packages	(APKs)	for	new	apps	submitted	from	August	2021.	The	company	had	previously	introduced	the
Android	App	Bundle	as	a	new	way	of	formatting	apps	for	publication	to	the	Play	Store	in	2018.	It	had	seen	adoption	from	developers	as	high-profile	as	Netflix	and	Adobe.Android	App	Bundles	offered	benefits	for	users	in	the	form	of	smaller	downloads.	To	put	it	simply,	an	APK	install	would	have	to	be	compatible	with	all	supported	device	configurations
and	languages,	while	an	AAB-packaged	app	would	download	only	what	was	needed	for	your	device	and	language	combination.	For	developers,	Google	pitches	them	as	more	efficient	and	resulting	in	fewer	uninstalls	from	users.	They	are	also	more	secure	via	Google's	Play	App	Signing,	preventing	apps	from	being	compromised.While	developers	had	the
option	to	choose	between	APKs	and	AABs	in	the	past,	new	apps	submitted	to	the	Play	Store	won't	have	that	option	anymore.	Existing	apps	are	exempt,	though	the	use	of	the	word	"currently"	means	that	Google	is	likely	to	change	this	requirement	in	the	future.As	always,	the	issue	for	developers	is	that	if	they	want	to	target	the	Amazon	App	Store	for
Fire	tablets	and	Windows	11	PCs,	Huawei's	AppGallery	for	HarmonyOS,	and	the	Google	Play	Store,	they'll	have	to	have	completely	separate	code	bases	for	each	platform,	and	only	Google's	benefits	from	these	changes.	Developers	already	face	hurdles	because	each	app	store	has	its	own	set	of	common	APIs,	and	this	may	cause	even	more	friction	that
may	discourage	some	from	supporting	third-party	app	stores.	In	this	week's	Roundup	we	look	at	the	release	of	Chrome	for	Mac	and	Linux	and	its	support	for	extensions,	a	security	flaw	in	Safari,	popularity	of	SaaS	and	more.	Mac	and	Linux	users	are	expected	to	get	Chrome	by	the	first	half	of	this	year.	Google	has	also	added	support	for	extensions	in
the	latest	release	of	the	popular	browser	—	2.0.156.1.	In	the	world	of	security,	a	flaw	related	to	RSS	feeds	was	found	in	Safari	that	could	allow	malicious	websites	access	to	the	user’s	files.	Google	Code	has	also	fallen	victim	to	malware	according	to	a	security	researcher.	Yahoo	appointed	a	new	CEO	this	week,	Carol	Bratz	from	Autodesk,	while	Steve
Jobs	steps	down	from	his	role	as	CEO	at	Apple	due	to	illness.	The	popularity	of	SaaS	is	expected	to	grow	in	2009,	a	survey	revealed	with	more	than	half	of	developers	around	the	globe	planning	to	take	advantage	of	the	model	this	year.	Facebook	is	extending	its	Facebook	Markup	Language	(FBML)	to	permit	the	creation	of	custom	tags,	but	some	argue
the	social	networking	site	should	also	consider	releasing	the	mark-up	code	to	developers	to	make	it	more	useful.	In	tech	articles	this	week,	we	give	you	10	predictions	for	Linux	and	open	source	in	2009,	two	factors	to	consider	when	implementing	multithreading	in	.NET,	and	an	analyst	claims	that	service-oriented	architecture	(SOA)	is	dead	as	of	1st	of
January.	If	you	haven’t	downloaded	the	Windows	7	beta	yet,	take	a	look	at	the	new	and	improved	Taskbar	in	more	detail.	—	Posted	by	Lana	Kovacevic	Allow	Chrome	to	install	unknown	apps	by	going	to	Settings	>	Apps	>	Menu	>	Special	access	>	Install	unknown	apps.Install	a	file	manager	(such	as	Cx	File	Explorer	or	File	Manager)	so	that	you	can
find	the	APK	file	after	you	download	it	to	your	phone.Download	an	APK	file	and	open	it	to	install	it.	Alternatively,	transfer	the	APK	Installer	from	your	computer	using	USB.	If	you	want	to	use	an	app	from	outside	of	the	Google	Play	Store,	you	can	install	the	app's	APK	file.	This	article	explains	how	to	install	APKs	on	Android	7	or	later.	Before	you	can
download	APK	files	using	Chrome	or	any	other	browser,	you	must	first	allow	unknown	apps:	Go	to	your	device	settings	and	tap	Apps	&	Notifications	(or	Apps	in	older	versions	of	Android).	Tap	the	three	dots	in	the	upper-right	corner.	Tap	Special	access.	Tap	Install	unknown	apps.	Tap	Chrome	(or	whichever	web	browser	you	use)	Move	Allow	from	this
source	to	the	On	position.	Now	that	you've	configured	your	phone	to	let	you	install	unknown	apps,	you'll	need	a	way	to	find	the	application	file	(APK	file)	on	your	phone	so	that	you	can	run	it.	Android	phones	typically	come	with	a	file	manager	app	you	can	use,	but	if	you	don't	have	one,	search	for	one	of	the	best	Android	file	managers	on	Google	Play.
For	example,	you	can	download	Cx	File	Explorer	or	get	File	Manager.	The	easiest	way	to	install	an	APK	file	on	your	Android	is	to	download	the	file	using	the	default	browser,	Chrome.	Find	a	website	offering	the	Android	app	and	tap	the	link	to	download	the	APK	file.	Accept	any	pop-ups,	including	“This	type	of	file	can	harm	your	device.”	Only	download
APK	files	from	reputable	sources.	A	quick	Google	search	can	often	let	you	know	if	an	app	(or	company	that	makes	the	app)	has	a	questionable	reputation.	If	your	phone's	web	browser	doesn't	give	you	the	option	to	open	the	file	after	downloading,	open	your	file	explorer	app,	go	to	the	Downloads	folder	on	your	device,	then	tap	the	APK	file.	Allow	the
app	any	required	permissions	it	asks	for.	Then,	at	the	bottom	of	the	installer	window,	tap	Install.	Now	you'll	see	the	app	available	in	your	list	of	installed	apps.	If	you	don't	have	internet	access	on	your	phone,	or	for	any	other	reason	you	can't	use	a	browser	to	download	the	file,	you	can	still	install	apps	from	your	computer.	Using	your	computer	web
browser,	download	the	APK	file	just	like	described	above.	Once	it's	downloaded,	connect	to	your	Android	phone	and	transfer	the	file.	If	you've	never	connected	your	Android	to	your	computer,	turn	on	USB	debugging	mode	on	Android.	You	can	then	plug	your	phone	into	your	computer	with	a	USB	cable,	and	it'll	mount	the	phone	like	it	would	a	memory
stick.	Once	your	phone	is	connected	to	your	computer,	it	shows	up	as	another	drive	in	your	computer's	File	Explorer.	Move	the	APK	file	you	downloaded	from	the	app	website	to	the	/sdcard/download	folder	on	your	phone.	Once	the	file	is	transferred,	use	the	file	explorer	app	on	your	phone	as	described	in	the	previous	section	to	tap	the	APK	file	and
install	the	app.	If	you	don't	have	a	USB	cable,	another	solution	is	to	install	WiFi	FTP	Server	from	Google	Play.	Then,	use	a	free	FTP	client	software	program	on	your	computer	(for	example,	download	FileZilla),	to	transfer	the	APK	file	from	your	computer	to	the	/sdcard/download	folder	on	your	phone.	However,	this	is	an	advanced	option	and	requires
an	understanding	of	how	to	use	FTP	files.	If	the	APK	installer	isn't	running	when	you	tap	it,	there's	an	advanced	solution	that	might	work.	You	can	install	the	APK	file	on	your	Android	from	your	computer	using	a	tool	called	Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot.	Connect	your	phone	via	USB	and	enable	USB	Debugging.	Download	Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot	on
your	computer,	and	then	install	it.	Run	the	tool,	and	a	command	window	opens.	With	your	phone	connected	to	your	computer	with	the	USB	cable,	type	the	command	adb	devices.	If	the	tool	detects	your	phone,	an	ID	for	the	device	appears	under	List	of	devices	attached.	Now	you're	ready	to	transfer	the	APK	file.	Using	Windows	File	Explorer,	find	the
downloaded	APK	file	on	your	computer.	Right-click	the	file	and	select	Copy.	Using	Windows	File	Explorer,	navigate	to	the	Minimal	ADB	and	Fasbtoot	folder	(typically	c:\Program	Files	(x86)\Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot\).	Paste	the	APK	file	into	that	folder.	Rename	the	APK	file	to	something	short	so	that	it's	easy	to	type	as	a	command.	Back	in	the	same
command	window	you	had	open	before,	type	the	command	adb	install	app	name	(replace	with	the	name	of	your	APK	file).	When	you	see	the	word	Success,	the	app	is	installed	on	your	phone.	An	APK	(Android	Package	Kit)	is	a	type	of	file	that	installs	an	application	for	Android.	It's	just	like	an	executable	(EXE)	file	for	Windows	or	a	package	installer
(PKG)	for	Mac.	If	you've	ever	installed	an	Android	application	from	the	Google	Play	store,	then	you've	used	an	APK	file	without	realizing	it.	When	you	tap	the	Install	button,	Google	Play	automates	the	process	of	transferring	the	APK	file	to	your	phone	and	running	it	for	you.	If	the	Android	app	you	want	to	install	isn't	available	on	Google	Play,	you	can
download	the	APK	file	from	the	web	and	install	it	manually.	There	are	many	websites	where	you	can	find	non-Google	Play	apps	to	install.	For	example,	visit	Apk	Pure,	Reddit's	Apk	Directory,	or	APKMirror.	FAQ	Can	APK	files	harm	your	Android?	Possibly.	Any	file	you	download	online	can	contain	a	virus,	which	is	why	it's	important	to	only	download
APKs	from	safe	sources.	Can	I	delete	APK	files	on	my	Android?	Yes.	APK	files	are	only	used	to	install	apps,	so	once	the	app	is	installed,	you	can	delete	the	APK.	What	is	ConfigAPK	on	Android?	ConfigAPK	comes	preloaded	on	Android	devices.	It's	used	to	run	APK	files	and	install	apps.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered
Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Ever	find	yourself	browsing	the	Chrome	Web	Store	while	you’re	out,	and	then	you	stumble	upon	a	really	awesome	extension	or	app,	and	wish	desperately	that	you	could	install	it	right	that	minute	to	your	idling	home	computer?	It	may	have	once	been	the	stuff	of	dreams	and	science	fiction,	but	on	Thursday,	Google
introduced	a	new	Web	Store	feature	that	accomplishes	exactly	that:	a	button	which	installs	extensions	to	the	desktop	or	laptop	Chrome	installation	of	your	choice.	It’s	simple,	in	theory.	As	Android	Police	uncovered,	when	you	visit	an	extension’s	Web	Store	page	on	your	phone,	you’re	presented	with	two	options:	sharing	it	with	a	friend	via	e-mail	or
social	media,	or	“adding	it	to	your	desktop.”	If	you	opt	for	the	latter	option,	an	informative	pop-up	will	alert	you	to	the	fact	that	the	extension	in	question	will	be	installed	“[to]	any	computers	where	you	are	signed	in	to	Chrome.”	Dismiss	it,	and	the	extensions	will	automatically	begin	downloading	on	any	Windows,	Mac,	Chrome	OS,	or	Linux	machine	on
which	you’ve	configured	—	and	associated	your	account	with	—	Chrome.	The	feature	is	not	unlike	Google’s	remote	app	installation	for	Android.	Users	of	Google’s	mobile	operating	system	have	the	ability	to	install	apps	and	games	from	the	Web	to	a	signed-in	Android	smartphone	or	tablet.	But	remote	Chrome	app	installations,	unlike	the	Play
Store	feature,	appear	to	lack	any	sort	of	management	capabilities	beyond	simple	installation.	In	2012,	Google	introduced	a	“My	Android	Apps”	software	management	section	to	the	Play	Store	(which	has	since	become	outmoded),	that	allowed	the	remote	uninstallation	of	apps	on	Android	devices.	Remote	Chrome	extension	installations	are	relatively
painless	right	now,	but	are	also	clunky.	There’s	no	way	to	trigger	remote	installations	to	individual	machines	rather	than	to	every	instance	of	Chrome	to	which	you’re	signed	in.	And	worse,	there’s	no	way	to	browse	the	Chrome	Web	Store	from	a	mobile	device	—	as	of	publication	time,	you	get	an	error	message	suggesting	you	use	a	“supported”
operating	system	such	as	Windows,	Mac,	Chrome	OS,	or	Linux.	But	it’s	early	days.	The	new	feature	might	be	perceived	as	another	step	toward	a	long-rumored	merger	of	Chrome	OS	and	Android.	Earlier	this	year,	in	May,	Google	rolled	out	the	Play	Store	on	Chrome	OS	devices	—	an	addition	which	saw	Chromebooks	gain	the	ability	to	install	and	run
Android	apps.	That’s	no	accident.	Last	year,	Google	CEO	Sundar	Pichai	named	Hiroshi	Lockhimer	senior	vice	president	of	Android,	Chrome	OS,	and	Chromecast.	And	in	2015,	the	Wall	Street	Journal	reported	that	Google	had	been	working	for	years	to	merge	Chrome	OS	and	Android,	and	that	it	planned	to	launch	the	result	—	a	new,	unified	operating
system	that	worked	on	PCs	—	in	2017.	Editors'	Recommendations
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