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Nokia may have released a dubstep version of their iconic ringtone, but undoubtedly the coolest ringtone you can have is one you made yourself. Here's how to turn any MP3 into a ringtone for free on both the iPhone and Android. Bell Icon by Everaldo Coelho via Iconspedia.Make an iPhone Ringtone with iTunesWhile you can convert songs to
ringtones in iTunes for $0.99, you can just as easily do it for free with a few more clicks. you'll need an unprotected song in iTunes for this to work (that is, a .m4a or .mp3 file, not .m4p). To turn it into a ringtone:Find the section of the song you want to use as a ringtone, and mark down the starting and ending time of that section. It should be less
than 30 seconds long.Right click on the track and hit "Get Info". Under the Options tab, set your Start Time and Stop Time to the correct values for the ringtone, and hit OK.Right click on the song and choose "Convert Selection to AAC". If it says "Convert Selection to MP3" or "Apple Lossless" instead, head to iTunes' Preferences, hit Import Settings,
and switch it to the AAC Encoder, and try again. You should see the newly converted file pop up in iTunes, and it should be much shorter than the original. Right click on it and pick "Show in Windows Explorer" (or "Show in Finder" if you're on a Mac). Change the extension of the file from .m4a to .m4r.Head back into iTunes and delete the shortened
version of the song you just created. Since you changed the extension, iTunes won't be able to find the file and will just remove it from your library. Then go to File > Add File to Library and navigate to the .m4r file you just created. It should show up in the Ringtones section of iTunes.The next time you sync your iPhone, your new ringtone should
show up in Settings > Sounds > Ringtones. If you want to set different ringtones for specific contacts, you can head to the Contacts app, edit the contact you want to change, and choose a ringtone for them under "Ringtone".If you want finer control over when your ringtone starts and ends, you can use GarageBand too, but only if you're on a Mac. The
above instructions should work for users on both Windows and OS X.Apple has introduced a simple and free way to create and sync your own custom ringtones to the...Read moreMake an Android Ringtone with RingdroidOn Android, you can download one of many apps to create a custom ringtone. We're going to use Ringdroid. After downloading and
installing it from the Market, the process is simple:Open up Ringdroid. You'll see a list of every audio file on your device (if the song you want to use isn't on your device, you'll have to transfer it to your device). Pick the song you want to play and let Ringdroid load it.Tap and drag the two grey sliders to select the portion of the song you want to turn
into a ringtone. It can be of any length. You can click Play at any time to hear it from the start of your selection.Hit the Save button and give your ringtone a name. It will now show up in your phone's ringtone menus.To set the ringtone for your entire phone, just head to Settings > Sound > Phone Ringtone. If you want to set it for a specific contact,
you can just open up that contact in the Contacts app, hit the Menu button, choose Options, and tap Ringtone.There are many ways to create your own ringtone on both platforms, but these are two pretty simple options that don't require paying money. Just make sure that you keep your phone on silent or vibrate when necessary—there's nothing
more embarrassing than being the guy who's pocket starts singing Miley Cyrus in the middle of Starbucks. Got your own preferred ringtone creation method? Let us know about it in the comments below. You can contact Whitson Gordon, the author of this post, at whitson@lifehacker.com. You can also find him on Twitter, Facebook, and lurking
around our #tips page. If you have local videos stored on your Android phone, there’s no shortage of ways to give them a watch. But that doesn’t mean all options are created equally—these are the best video apps for Android. Before we get into that though, we need to make it clear that these are apps for watching locally-stored videos. They are not
for streaming services like YouTube or Netflix. This is all about watching videos stored on your phone, regardless of whether you shot them with your camera or downloaded them from somewhere. The Best Overall: VLC for Android (Free) When it comes to video players on pretty much any platform, it’s hard to not consider VLC. It’s open source, free,
and can play pretty much any kind of video file you’d throw at it. All that combined makes VLC an easy choice for the “best” player on Android. VLC also offers compatibility with subtitles and closed captions, as well as a media library, folder support, multi-track audio, aspect ratio adjustment, and a widget. It can also stream videos over your local
network. Not only is it a great video player, it’s also a full-featured audio player with EQ and support for essentially every audio format out there. And it does it all for free. Just download it already. The Best for Camera-Shot Video: Google Photos (Free) If all you're looking to do is re-watch the videos you took with your phone’s camera, then Google
Photos is the way to go. It’s already a powerful tool for all your photo and backup needs, but it’s also great for watching videos—and even small edits. With Photos, you can watch all the videos you’ve shot with your camera (and many others that are stored locally on your device, though the supported file formats are limited), share them directly with
other apps, and trim or cut clips if you need to. It’s a simple, but useful tool—and one that you probably already have on your phone. If not, however, it’s free in the Play Store. The Best for Casting Videos: LocalCast (Free, Varying IAP) Watching videos on your phone is cool and all, but it’s also nice to take advantage of the much bigger screen in your
living room. That’s a huge part of what makes Google’s Chromecast such a nice thing to have, and LocalCast is the best app for a solid casting experience. RELATED: The Best Way to Cast Movies from Android or iPhone to Your TV What makes it better than other apps? It has the best device support: not only does it support Chromecast, but also
Apple TV, Fire TV, Sony and Samsung Smart TVs, Xbox 360/0One, and all other DLNA devices. That’s a LOT. LocalCast also has features that support cloud streaming, so you don’t have to keep content stored on your device—you can connect Drive and Dropbox to LocalCast for remote streaming. LocalCast is free to try, but uses a “pay what you want”
model with a variety of options, including $0.99 a month, yearly payment plans of $5.50, $6.88, $10.67, or $21.30. There are also a couple of one-time payment options: $4.92 or $6.57. You can give it a shot by downloading it here. Disney+ downloads (Image credit: Ara Wagoner / Android Central) Disney+ is here and there are thousands upon
thousands of hours of Disney magic to watch, but no one wants to see the data overcharges you could rack up streaming it while you're away from Wi-Fi. Thankfully, you can download videos quite easily on Disney+, from movies to individual episodes to entire TV shows, but since Disney+ defaults to the lowest download quality, I highly recommend
changing it to Medium or High before you start downloading videos.Open the Disney+ app.Tap your Profile picture in the bottom right corner of the screen.Tap App Settings.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android Centrallf you don't want to wait until you're back on Wi-Fi to download your videos, you can tap Download Over Wi-Fi Only to toggle it off.Tap
Download Quality.Tap the quality you prefer to use for downloads. Under each quality it tells you how many hours of content you could download at each rate before you completely fill your device's storage.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android CentralNow that you've got your quality squared away, let's get some of our favorites downloaded for when we
get trapped in a dead zone.How to download videos in Disney+Open the Disney+ app.Tap a movie you want to download.Tap the download icon next to the Play and Add to Watchlist icons.Tap the back arrow in the top left corner of the screen.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android CentralTap a TV show you want to download.To download a whole season,
tap the download icon to the right of the Season number.To download an individual episode, tap the download icon to the right of the episode's title, next to the Info icon.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android CentralRepeat as desired with all of your favorite shows and movies. You currently can't download extras like behind-the-scenes and audio
commentary versions, but every episode and movie is available for download.How to manage downloadsWhen you want to browse your downloaded videos and clear some of them out, you can watch and manage them all from one place: the Downloads tab.Open the Disney+ app.Tap the Downloads tab (third icon from the left in the bottom row of
icons).Tap a show you are downloading episodes from.To batch delete episodes, tap Edit.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android CentralTo select episodes to batch delete, tap the checkbox to the right of the episode.To select all episodes, tap the select all button in the top right corner (square icon surrounded by a dotted square).Tap the trash can icon to
delete your selected episodes.Tap the phone icon (or progress icon if the episode is still downloading) icon to the right of an episode or movie.Tap Remove Download to delete the video from your device.If the video is currently downloading, tap Pause Download to hold off on downloading that particular video at the moment. If you're downloading a lot
of videos, you'll have to hit pause on each and every video if you want to pause them all.Source: Ara Wagoner / Android CentralThe option to batch delete can be very useful for clearing out episodes of a show you've already watched to make room for new content.
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