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“One	of	the	best	games	in	years,	period.”	Pros	Exceptional	storytelling	Choices	matter	in	unpredictable	ways	Utterly	compleling	For	a	game	to	earn	a	score	of	10,	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	perfect.	It	doesn’t	have	to	dominate	with	technical	aspects	or	present	mind-blowing	graphics.	It	doesn’t	even	necessarily	need	to	offer	gameplay	that	is	smooth	and
responsive.	All	a	game	needs	in	order	to	receive	a	perfect	10	is	to	fundamentally	change	the	nature	of	gaming.	So,	no	pressure.	In	all	the	years	that	we	have	scored	our	game	reviews,	we	have	yet	to	give	any	title	a	perfect	10.	That	shouldn’t	in	anyway	be	seen	as	an	indictment	of	the	games	released	over	the	last	few	years	–	far	from	it,	there	have	been
some	exceptional	games	out	recently	–	but	when	developing	our	scoring	system	we	purposefully	set	down	very	specific	guidelines	for	what	denotes	a	10	out	of	10	score.	For	us	to	give	a	game	a	10,	it	needs	to	be	a	title	that	we	will	look	back	on	and	see	it	as	a	pivotal	game	that	influenced	all	the	games	that	came	after	it.	You	can	find	flaws	in	games	like
Call	of	Duty	4:	Modern	Warfare	and	Uncharted	2:	Among	Thieves,	but	those	titles	have	both	shaped	the	way	we	look	at	games.	They	are	important	and	significant,	just	like	GoldenEye,	Mario	Kart,	and	dozens	of	others	throughout	the	years	that	will	stay	with	us	forever.	You	can	add	to	that	list	Telltale	Games’	The	Walking	Dead,	Season	1.	Over	the	last
five	months,	gamers	have	been	given	the	chance	to	experience	something	old	with	a	profoundly	new	twist.	If	you	judge	The	Walking	Dead’s	five	episodes	on	gameplay	alone,	it	will	come	up	as	absolutely	lacking.	The	controls	are	simple	and	often	prone	to	sluggishness.	If	you	mark	it	only	on	technical	aspects,	the	occasional	glitch	mars	the	package,
and	the	graphics	–	while	perfectly	tailored	to	encapsulate	the	comic-inspired	world	–	aren’t	groundbreaking	by	any	stretch	of	the	imagination.	And	yet	no	one	that	has	played	these	games	should	be	entirely	surprised	to	see	the	massive	amounts	of	praise	that	this	game	has	earned.	Over	the	course	of	the	five	individual	reviews	that	we	have	written	(feel
free	to	catch	up	if	you	like:	Episode	1:	A	New	Day,	Episode	2:	Starved	for	Help,	Episode	3:	Long	Road	Ahead,	Episode	4:Around	Every	Corner,	and	Episode	5:	No	Time	Left),	all	of	us	that	played	the	game	chatted	a	bit	about	the	story.	We	all	made	different	choices,	which	personalized	each	of	our	games,	and	yet	we	all	came	to	the	same	conclusions.
From	the	debut	of	Episode	1:	A	New	Day,	we	knew	we	were	playing	something	special.	The	mechanic	of	making	choices	in	order	to	alter	the	way	the	story	played	out	was	well	done,	but	more	than	that,	the	game	takes	a	toll	on	players.	Storyline	consequences	aside,	the	narrative	was	so	well	constructed	that	when	you	were	asked	to	make	hard	choices
that	could	very	well	affect	who	lived	and	died,	those	choices	could	not	be	taken	lightly.	There	was	no	right	or	wrong	selection,	just	shades	of	horror	and	heartbreak	that	stick	with	you.	Whether	in	games,	comics,	TV,	film,	or	any	other	entertainment	avenue,	The	Walking	Dead	does	something	many	attempt	but	few	are	capable	of	achieving:	It	demands
an	emotional	response	from	you.	If	you	play	the	game	to	its	fullest,	speak	to	everyone	and	explore	everything,	the	interactions	are	so	well	designed	that	you	can’t	help	but	form	an	attachment	to	those	with	you.	That	makes	it	all	the	more	emotional	when	you	see	your	current	scenario	shattered	and	one	of	the	characters	suddenly	die.	It	is	shocking,
horrific,	and	utterly	brilliant.	You	can	ascribe	a	huge	portion	of	the	success	of	this	game	down	to	the	writing	–	and	you	wouldn’t	be	wrong	–	but	there	is	more	to	it	than	that.	The	mechanic	of	choosing	the	outcomes	of	certain	events	is	simple.	You	just	hit	a	button	and	your	fate	is	sealed.	But	the	weight	of	each	decision	makes	those	moments	radiate	with
importance,	although	you	may	not	always	know	immediately	what	the	consequences	of	your	choices	are.	This	isn’t	a	game	where	you	choose	to	go	right	and	you	are	safe	or	left	and	you	are	in	a	fight;	it	is	a	culmination	of	everything	you	have	done,	good	and	bad.	It’s	interactive	storytelling	with	a	central	story	arc	and	dozens	of	ways	to	get	there,	but
after	you	finish	it,	seeing	where	your	characters	were	at	the	start,	and	where	they	are,	and	who	they	are	by	the	finish	is	an	impressive	and	remarkable	feat	of	storytelling.	You’ll	mourn	characters	and	often	be	left	shocked	at	what	you	just	saw.	You’ll	think	you	know	where	the	story	is	going,	then	realize	you	had	no	idea.	It	challenges	you	by	creating
tense	and	moody	atmospheres	where	no	one	is	safe,	and	happy	endings	are	the	province	of	fairy	tales.	And	just	when	you	think	you’ve	seen	it	all,	the	game	pulls	the	rug	out	from	under	you	and	you	are	forced	to	pick	up	the	pieces	and	move	on.	It’s	difficult	to	go	into	too	much	detail	on	such	a	story-driven	game	without	spoiling	what	makes	it	so
amazing.	Needless	to	say,	there	are	moments	that	you	just	won’t	want	to	make	a	choice	because	there	is	no	good	option	and	you	know	it.	You	may	also	find	yourself	backtracking	through	your	memory,	wondering	if	the	choices	you	made	earlier	may	have	prevented	an	emotionally	draining	result	that	still	haunts	you.	You’ll	search	and	search	and	try	to
think	of	a	way	to	make	everything	better,	but	you	will	never	find	that	solution.	But	just	the	simple	act	of	you	examining	it	all,	the	emotional	response	you	will	have,	and	the	intense	anxiety	generated	by	something	as	simple	as	selecting	which	button	to	press	are	testaments	to	the	transcendence	of	this	game.	It	is	an	experience,	and	one	that	all	gamers
should	try.	Conclusion	The	point-and-click	adventure	genre	has	been	on	its	death	bed	for	years.	With	new,	and	increasingly	more	powerful	systems	at	developers’	disposal,	abandoning	the	possibilities	of	technically	impressive	gameplay	generally	feels	like	a	step	back.	The	Walking	Dead	takes	the	conventions	of	the	point-and-click	genre	and	matures
them.	You	won’t	just	choose	to	examine	something,	you’ll	choose	who	lives	and	dies,	then	deal	with	the	fallout.	It	can	make	you	physically	anxious,	and	force	you	to	question	your	actions,	while	fearing	those	to	come.	It	is	a	brilliant	piece	of	gamesmanship,	one	that	will	stick	with	us	for	years,	and	likely	be	remembered	as	one	of	the	quintessential
games	of	this	generation.	But	the	reason	that	The	Walking	Dead	earned	a	perfect	10	from	us	isn’t	just	that	it	is	a	great	story,	or	because	it	was	able	to	genuinely	illicit	an	emotional	response	from	us	–	as	all	great	art	does.	No,	it	received	a	perfect	score	because	this	game	could	change	everything.	With	game	development	budgets	on	the	rise	and
technical	sophistication	becoming	almost	synonymous	with	the	quality	of	a	game,	Telltale	Games	managed	to	sneak	up	and	remind	everyone	that	you	don’t	need	all	of	that	to	have	a	memorable	gaming	experience.	You	just	need	to	challenge	what	we	know	and	except,	then	take	us	in	a	new	direction	that	is	honest.	The	Walking	Dead	certainly	isn’t	a
“fun”	game.	You	won’t	walk	away	laughing.	It	is	dark	and	often	disturbing,	and	beautiful	and	heartbreaking.	It	is	an	important	game,	and	will	be	remembered	for	what	it	is:	a	masterpiece.	Score:	10	out	of	10	(the	five	episodes	of	this	game	were	reviewed	on	both	PC	and	the	Xbox	360	via	copies	provided	by	the	publisher)	Editors'	Recommendations
Many	of	Toshiba's	machines	released	with	the	Qosmio	badge	incorporated	HD	DVD	drives	According	to	Toshiba,	it	is	undecided	what	to	do	about	HD	DVD	drives	in	notebooks.	TechRadar	attended	Toshiba’s	UK	press	launch	in	lovely	Hertfordshire	this	morning	and	found	that	it	hadn’t	quite	made	its	mind	up.Tosh	has	been	a	bit	silent	on	the	subject	of
HD	drives	in	its	lappies	over	the	past	few	days,	pushing	us	from	pillar	to	post	in	our	quest	to	find	the	truth.	But	at	the	launch	this	morning,	Olivier	Van	Wynendaele,	deputy	general	manager	of	HD	DVD	at	Toshiba,	elaborated	on	the	subject	–	if	only	a	little.	He	said	the	corporation	had	“not	yet	decided”	on	its	HD	DVD	strategy	for	notebooks	since	the
corporation	pulled	the	plug	on	the	format.Whether	to	persevere	with	a	dead	formatPresumably	it	will	have	to	ponder	whether	to	strip	them	from	the	spec	of	existing	models	or	persevere	with	pending	replacement	models	coming	on	to	the	market.Now,	unfortunately	due	to	non-disclosure	agreements,	we	can’t	elaborate	on	the	IT	products	shown	at	the
launch	this	morning,	but	we’re	sure	you	can	imagine	the	kind	of	computing-based	products	they	might	be.	However,	Tosh	was	tight-lipped	on	whether	any	of	them	would	contain	HD	DVD	drives.The	first	Toshiba	notebook	to	incorporate	an	HD	DVD	drive	was	the	Qosmio	G30	back	in	2006.Check	back	later	as	we’ll	have	details	on	other	product
announcements	from	the	launch.	The	faster	your	flash	drive,	the	more	smoothly	programs	will	run.	When	shopping	for	a	drive,	look	at	the	specs	and	try	to	find	one	with	a	read	rate	of	15	Mbps	(megabits	per	second	or	1.9	MB/sec)	or	faster.	If	you	already	have	a	flash	drive,	you	can	test	its	speed	with	a	free	utility	like	HDTach.	Note:	This	link	takes	you
to	the	vendor’s	site,	where	you	can	download	the	latest	version	of	the	software.	–Scott	Dunn	July	20,	2013,	1:31	AM	UTCBy	Drusilla	MoorhouseIt's	a	horde!	"The	Walking	Dead's"	producers	and	stars	faced	4,000	more	fans	at	Friday's	Comic-Con	panel	than	they	did	last	year,	and	rewarded	attendees	with	plenty	of	scoop	about	the	upcoming	fourth
season."Things	are	just	going	to	keep	getting	crazier,"	promised	Robert	Kirkman,	creator	of	the	original	"TWD"	comic	books	and	now	an	executive	producer	on	the	zombie	drama.	"It's	escalated,"	agreed	showrunner	Scott	Gimple,	who	penned	the	first	episode.	"It's	going	to	get	insane	very	quickly."	The	feel	of	the	panel	was	similar,	shifting	from
somber	to	silly	throughout	the	hour.	Some	highlights:	Scott	Wilson,	whose	character	lost	a	leg	last	season,	drew	the	first	laugh	by	faking	a	hop	when	he	walked	to	his	seat.	Later	on,	when	asked	about	Hershel's	motivation	this	year,	he	quipped:	"I	think	he	really	just	wants	to	hold	on	to	his	other	leg."We	will	see	"a	brand-new	Rick,"	said	Andrew
Lincoln,	adding	that	the	sheriff	is	finally	able	to	prioritize	his	children	over	his	Ricktatorship.	"I	think	the	death	of	his	wife,	and	(his	relationship	with	his)	son	—	the	brutality	of	what	happened	in	season	three	—	was	cataclysmic.	When	we	meet	them	in	season	four,	there's	a	whole	new	community	in	the	prison."Michonne	"starts	to	become	part	of	the
community,"	said	Danai	Gurira.	"Andrea's	parting	message	was	affirming	that	Michonne	was	in	the	right	place."	Vocal	fans	believe	her	place	also	belongs	with	Rick	...	romantically.	(Get	ready	for	the	chants	calling	for	"Richonne"!)	"We're	playing	footsie"	said	Lincoln	when	asked	whether	their	adjacent	seats	was	a	hint	of	things	to	come.Glenn	and
Maggie	have	repaired	their	relationship,	which	was	nearly	destroyed	by	Glenn's	single-minded	thirst	for	vengeance	in	the	aftermath	of	the	Governor's	violation.	"Guys	are	just	self-centered,"	said	Steven	Yeun,	but	Lauren	Cohan	responded:	"He's	forgiven,	though."	("If	only	everyone	could	be	so	forgiving"	cracked	moderator	Chris	Hardwicke	of	"The
Talking	Dead.")	Chad	Coleman	said	Tyreese's	focus	will	be	on	fitting	into	the	new	group	after	leaving	Woodbury.	"No	one	is	unscathed,	and	eventually	a	can	of	whoop-ass	will	open	up."Everyone	on	the	show	still	considers	their	fallen	comrades	part	of	"TWD"	family.	Lincoln	said,	"The	only	bad	thing	about	this	show	is	I	get	to	work	with	amazing	actors
and	build	amazing	friendships	—	then	they	get	bitten.	And	I	shoot	'em."	Lincoln	and	David	Morrissey's	on-screen	rivalry	continued	to	the	panel	—	in	jest.	While	filming	their	failed	mediation,	Lincoln	said,	"A	lot	of	the	crew	were	wearing	Rick	Grimes	T-shirts."		"My	memory	is	they	had	a	patch	on,"	retorted	the	fellow	Brit.	The	laughs	and	the	scoops
weren't	all	that	the	panel	gave	attendees.	AMC	also	debuted	the	season's	four-and-a-half	minute	trailer.	And	judging	by	the	cuts,	it	seems	there	might	be	a	new	sheriff	in	prison	town.Crossbow-toting	fan	favorite	Daryl	Dixon	(played	by	Norman	Reedus)	appears	to	be	the	main	man	in	action	for	the	first	minute	of	the	lengthy	video.	And	where's	Rick
during	all	this?	Somewhere	in	a	few	background	shots.Of	course,	when	things	look	like	they're	getting	bad	for	the	gang	of	survivors,	the	former	sheriff	is	there	to	help.	And	as	Kirkman	and	Gimple	teased,	the	situation	gets	pretty	unpleasant.	Rick	and	the	group	may	have	what	seems	like	a	nice	little	community	now	that	they've	got	the	kind	folks	who
left	Woodbury	at	the	end	of	the	last	season,	but	looks	can	be	deceiving.The	trailer	hints	that	there	may	be	someone	—	or	something	—	in	their	midst	who	attacks	the	residents	of	the	prison	camp.Find	out	who	(or	maybe	what)	the	problem	is	when	"The	Walking	Dead"	returns	for	season	four	on	Oct.	13	at	9	p.m.	on	AMC.
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