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Microsoft	Microsoft	has	been	dutifully	updating	Windows	10	for	years,	adding	features	and	tweaking	the	interface.	Now,	there’s	a	clean	break	on	the	horizon:	Windows	11,	a	whole	new	operating	system,	which	will	be	released	in	late	2021.	Can	Windows	10	PCs	Upgrade	to	Windows	11?	Some	Windows	10	PCs	are	eligible	to	upgrade	to	Windows	11
when	it	arrives	around	the	end	of	2021.	If	your	PC	can	run	Windows	11,	the	upgrade	will	be	free.	It	all	depends	on	your	PC’s	hardware.	Windows	11’s	system	requirements	are	more	stringent	than	Windows	10’s.	For	example,	Windows	11	will	only	run	on	64-bit	PCs.	In	addition,	your	PC	will	need	a	TPM	2.0	chip	and	UEFI	firmware	with	Secure	Boot
capability.	PCs	from	the	Windows	7	era	will	almost	certainly	not	be	eligible.	You	can	check	if	your	PC	can	run	Windows	11	by	running	Microsoft’s	free	PC	Health	Check	app.	If	the	tool	says	your	PC	will	not	run	Windows	11,	there	is	a	chance	your	TPM	or	Secure	Boot	are	disabled	in	your	computer’s	UEFI	firmware	settings.	You	can	try	visiting	your
UEFI	firmware	settings	(BIOS)	and	enabling	these	features.	RELATED:	How	to	Enable	TPM	2.0	and	Secure	Boot	for	Windows	11	in	UEFI	Can	I	Still	Use	Windows	10?	Windows	11	may	feel	like	a	big	update	for	Windows	10,	but	it’s	a	whole	new	operating	system.	If	your	existing	PC	doesn’t	support	Windows	11—or	if	you	just	prefer	Windows	10	and
would	like	to	stick	with	your	existing	operating	system—you	can	keep	running	Windows	10.	Microsoft	says	Windows	10	will	be	supported	with	security	updates	until	October	14,	2025.	You	can	keep	using	Windows	10	with	no	security	concerns	until	then.	We	also	expect	software	and	hardware	developers	will	likely	continue	supporting	Windows	10	up
until	that	date—and	perhaps	even	beyond	then.	However,	some	new	hardware	components—new	CPUs,	for	example—will	likely	only	work	with	Windows	11.	RELATED:	When	Will	Microsoft	Stop	Supporting	Windows	10?	Can	Windows	11	Run	the	Same	Software?	While	Microsoft	has	been	talking	a	lot	about	implementing	some	kind	of	container
system	that	isolates	traditional	Windows	desktop	apps	for	security,	there’s	no	indication	anything	like	that	is	happening	here.	Windows	11	can	run	the	same	applications	Windows	10	can.	Better	yet:	The	new	Microsoft	Store	will	allow	traditional	Win32	desktop	apps	and	other	software,	making	classic	Windows	software	work	even	better	on	the	new
version	of	Windows.	Microsoft	isn’t	creating	a	whole	new	application	platform	like	“Metro”	in	Windows	8	or	“UWP”	in	Windows	10	this	time	around.	On	top	of	that,	Windows	11	can	run	Android	apps.	What’s	New	in	Windows	11?	Windows	11	includes	some	actually	useful	new	features	that	will	help	you	multitask	with	multiple	windows	and	even	work
with	multiple	monitors.	The	Start	menu	has	been	simplified,	and	live	tiles	have	been	removed.	Updates	are	getting	better.	Updates	will	be	40%	smaller,	and	Windows	will	install	them	in	the	background.	Also,	there	will	be	only	one	big	update	to	Windows	11	per	year—not	two	big	updates	per	year,	as	there	were	with	Windows	10.	The	taskbar	is	getting
a	widgets	pane,	and	Microsoft	is	integrating	Microsoft	Teams	into	the	taskbar	for	easy	chatting	and	calling.	(Clearly,	Skype	hasn’t	done	so	well	under	Microsoft’s	ownership.)	We’ve	already	mentioned	the	improvements	to	Windows	11’s	Microsoft	Store,	which	are	huge:	Finally,	every	Windows	app	you	might	want	can	be	part	of	the	Store.	You’ll	even
be	able	to	install	Android	apps	from	the	Store	There	are	some	improvements	for	PC	gaming,	too.	Auto	HDR	and	DirectStorage	make	their	way	from	the	Xbox	Series	X	over	to	the	PC,	improving	graphics	in	many	older	games	and	optimizing	load	times	in	newer	games	on	powerful	PCs.	What	Did	Microsoft	Remove	From	Windows	11?	Microsoft	A	variety
of	features	are	being	removed	from	Windows	11.	Here	are	some	of	the	big	ones:	The	taskbar	is	changing,	and	a	variety	of	options	are	being	removed.	For	example,	you	can	no	longer	move	your	taskbar	to	another	edge	of	your	screen—it	must	always	be	aligned	on	the	bottom.	You	can	no	longer	enable	window	labels	on	the	taskbar,	either.	The	Start
menu	is	dramatically	simplified.	Live	tiles	are	gone,	effectively	replaced	by	widgets	in	the	Widgets	panel.	You	can’t	name	pinned	groups	or	folders	of	apps	in	the	Start	menu.	Cortana	is	no	longer	pinned	to	the	taskbar	by	default,	and	Cortana	won’t	talk	to	you	during	the	PC	setup	process	anymore.	There	are	many	other	changes,	and	Microsoft	has	a	list
of	removed	features.	Overall,	however,	the	features	being	removed	are	things	you	probably	won’t	miss.	(Goodbye,	Windows	Timeline!)	While	Windows	10	is	widely	considered	Microsoft's	best	OS	ever,	a	lot	of	users	have	their	reasons	for	disliking	it.	If	you	used	the	free	upgrade	offer	and	realized	that	it's	not	for	you,	or	you	installed	Windows	10	by
mistake,	there	are	a	few	ways	you	can	uninstall	the	operating	system,	and	return	to	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1.In	this	guide,	we'll	walk	you	through	the	different	ways	you	can	uninstall	Windows	10	from	your	computer	and	go	back	to	your	previous	version.Important:	Before	modifying	your	installation,	make	sure	to	understand	that	you'll	be	doing
significant	changes	to	your	system,	and	there	is	always	a	chance	that	things	can	go	wrong.	It's	recommended	that	you	do	a	full	backup	of	your	system	before	proceeding.	You've	been	warned!The	Easy	WayHow	to	uninstall	Windows	10	using	the	recovery	optionWhen	you	upgrade	to	Windows	10	through	the	free	upgrade	offer	or	manual	upgrade
process,	you're	technically	installing	a	trial	version	of	the	operating	system.	This	means	that	after	the	upgrade,	a	copy	of	the	previous	version	will	stay	on	your	computer	for	30	days	in	case	you	want	to	rollback.After	the	month	ends,	Windows	10	assumes	that	you	have	decided	to	keep	the	new	version,	as	such	it'll	proceed	to	delete	the	previous	version
to	free	up	storage	space	on	your	hard	drive.During	the	upgrade	process,	everything	you	need	to	revert	to	the	previous	version	is	located	in	the	Windows.old	and	$WINDOWS.~BT	folders.	These	folders	are	located	on	the	main	installation	drive	(usually	the	C:	drive).Before	you	can	uninstall	the	operating	system,	you	want	to	verify	that	the	two	folders
exist.	On	File	Explorer,	inside	the	C:	drive,	you'll	find	the	Windows.old	folder,	but	you'll	need	to	click	the	View	tab,	and	check	the	Hidden	items	option	to	see	the	$WINDOWS.~BT	folder.Once	you	know	you	have	the	necessary	files	to	uninstall	Windows	10,	do	the	following:Use	the	Windows	key	+	I	keyboard	shortcut	to	open	the	Settings	app.Click
Update	&	security.Click	Recovery.If	you're	still	within	the	first	month	since	you	upgraded	to	Windows	10,	you'll	see	the	"Go	back	to	Windows	7"	or	"Go	to	back	to	Windows	8"	section.	If	you	do,	click	the	Get	started	button.Answer	the	question	why	you're	going	back	and	click	Next.Before	you	go	back,	you'll	get	the	choice	to	install	updates	(if	available)
to	try	to	fix	any	issues.	However,	if	you're	ready	to	go	back,	click	No,	thanks	to	continue.Carefully	read	what	will	happen	with	your	apps	and	settings	during	this	process	and	click	Next.If	you	used	a	different	password	to	sign	in	to	your	account	on	the	previous	installation,	you	will	need	that	password	to	sign	in	after	you	go	back.	Make	sure	you	have
the	required	password,	and	click	Next.Click	the	Go	back	to	Windows	7	or	Go	back	to	Windows	8.1	button	to	complete	the	process.Keep	in	mind	that	uninstalling	Windows	10	from	your	computer	will	remove	apps	and	settings	configured	after	the	upgrade.	If	you	need	those	settings	or	apps	back,	you'll	have	to	go	install	them	again.If	you	don't	see	the
option	on	the	Settings	app	to	go	back	to	the	previous	version,	you're	either	trying	to	uninstall	Windows	10	after	the	first	month	you	performed	the	upgrade	or	there	is	something	else	wrong	with	your	computer.	In	that	case,	you	still	have	some	choices:	You	can	go	back	using	a	previous	backup,	or	you	can	do	a	clean	install	of	the	operating	system.The
Slightly	Less	Easy	WayHow	to	uninstall	Windows	10	using	the	full	backup	optionThere	are	no	excuses:	No	matter	what,	you	should	periodically	make	a	full	backup	of	your	computer	--	you	never	know	when	it	will	come	in	handy.	If	you	have	previously	created	a	full	backup,	you	can	now	use	it	to	go	back	to	the	previous	version	of	the	operating
system.You'll	need	a	repair	disc	to	boot	your	computer	into	the	Windows	Recovery	Environment	to	restore	the	previous	version.	If	you	didn't	create	one	during	backup,	follow	these	instructions:Right-click	the	Start	menu	and	select	Control	Panel.Click	System	and	Security.Click	Backup	and	Restore	(Windows	7).On	the	left	pane,	click	Create	a	system
repair	disc.Follow	the	on-screen	instructions	to	create	the	repair	disc.Once	you	have	the	repair	disc	created	use	the	following	steps	to	go	back:Connect	the	drive	that	contains	the	backup	with	your	previous	installation	to	your	computer.Reboot	your	computer	with	the	repair	disc.On	the	Setup	screen,	click	Next.Click	the	Repair	your	computer
link.Click	Troubleshoot.Click	Advanced	options.Click	System	Image	Recovery.Sign-in	with	your	user	account.Select	the	backup	you	want	to	recover,	and	click	Next.If	applicable,	follow	the	on-screen	instructions,	and	click	Finish	to	complete	the	process.After	the	recovery	process	completes,	you'll	be	back	in	your	previous	version	of	Windows.
Remember	to	reinstall	any	applications	you	installed	when	you	upgraded	to	Windows	10	and	do	not	forget	to	restore	any	new	files	from	backup	as	well.It's	worth	mentioning	that	if	your	PC	manufacturer	included	a	recovery	option,	you	might	be	able	to	use	it	to	restore	your	computer	using	the	factory	settings.The	Hard	WayHow	to	uninstall	Windows
10	using	the	clean	installation	optionIf	the	option	to	go	back	to	the	previous	version	of	Windows	isn't	available	in	the	Settings	app,	and	you	don't	have	a	full	backup	that	you	can	use	to	revert,	you	can	use	the	third	option.The	third	option	is	uninstalling	Windows	10	by	doing	a	clean	install	of	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1.	This	process	will	require	you	to
supply	the	product	key	for	your	copy	of	the	operating	system.	It'll	erase	everything	on	your	computer,	including	settings,	apps,	and	data.	And	you'll	have	to	reinstall	all	your	apps	and	recover	your	personal	files	from	backup.This	option	requires	more	time	and	more	steps,	but	it's	the	best	choice	that	will	get	you	back	to	your	previous	version	with	the
least	number	of	issues.Acquiring	the	Windows	installation	filesYou'll	need	the	installation	files	to	go	through	this	process.	Thankfully,	Microsoft	now	makes	it	easier	for	anyone	to	download	the	installation	files	for	any	major	version	of	the	operating	system.If	you	need	to	reinstall	Windows	7,	you	can	head	over	to	the	Microsoft	support	website	to
download	the	Windows	7	ISO	file	(opens	in	new	tab).	Then	you	can	use	the	Windows	USB/DVD	Download	Tool	(opens	in	new	tab)	to	create	a	bootable	media.While	you	can	download	the	install	files	for	free,	Microsoft	will	ask	you	to	verify	your	genuine	product	key	before	you	can	proceed	with	the	download.If	you're	trying	to	go	back	to	Windows	8.1,
you	can	head	over	to	the	Microsoft	support	website	to	download	the	Media	Creation	Tool	(opens	in	new	tab)	to	create	a	bootable	media.Configuring	the	Boot	order	on	your	PCYou	need	to	make	sure	your	computer	can	boot	from	a	USB	flash	drive	or	DVD	drive.	This	process	typically	requires	hitting	one	of	the	function	keys	(F1,	F2,	F3,	F10,	or	F12),	the
ESC,	or	Delete	key.Once	you're	in	the	BIOS	find	the	Boot	options	and	change	it	to	the	Windows	installation	media.On	Windows	8.1	computer	and	newer,	you're	likely	to	have	a	UEFI	BIOS,	which	are	not	as	easy	to	access	as	the	traditional	BIOS.	If	this	is	your	case,	go	to	PC	Settings	>	Update	and	recovery	>	Recovery	>	Advanced	Startup	and	click
Restart	now.The	operating	system	will	load	the	boot	menu,	click	Troubleshoot	>	Advanced	options	>	UEFI	Firmware	Settings	>	Restart.	Windows	8.1	will	then	boot	into	the	BIOS,	which	will	give	you	access	to	change	the	boot	order	of	the	system.Finding	your	product	keyUnlike	Windows	10	that	uses	a	digital	license	to	reinstall	the	operating	system
without	the	need	for	entering	a	product	key,	you'll	need	the	original	product	key	to	reinstall	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1	on	your	PC.If	you	own	a	Windows	7	computer,	you'll	find	the	product	key	on	the	"Proof	of	License	Certificate	of	Authenticity"	sticker.	Often	times,	the	sticker	is	attached	to	the	back	of	your	computer.On	laptops,	you	may	be	able	to
find	the	sticker	underneath	the	device,	inside	the	replaceable	battery	slot,	on	the	power	supply	brick,	or	in	a	compartment	also	located	underneath	the	device.If	it's	an	older	computer,	sometimes	the	product	key	can	be	found	in	the	recovery	discs	package	or	on	the	actual	disc.On	newer	Windows	8.1	devices,	you	may	not	be	able	to	find	it,	because	the
product	key	may	be	embedded	on	the	device	BIOS	chip,	which	the	operating	system	can	retrieve	automatically	during	installation.You	could	try	using	a	product	key	finder	software,	but	they	may	only	retrieve	a	generic	product	key,	which	won't	work	to	reinstall	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1.	The	reason	is	that	Microsoft	is	moving	away	from	the	product
key	to	a	product	key-less	model.Doing	a	clean	install	of	WindowsOnce	you	have	the	installation	files,	follow	these	steps	to	do	a	clean	install:Restart	your	computer	using	either	the	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1	installation	media.On	the	Setup	screen,	click	Next.Click	Install	now.Accept	the	licensing	agreement,	and	click	Next.Click	the	Custom:	Install
Windows	only	(Advanced)	option.Select	and	delete	the	system	partitions.	Generally	you	want	to	delete:	Drive	0	Partition	1	and	Drive	0	Partition	2.Click	Next	and	follow	the	on-screen	instructions	to	complete	the	installation.After	the	installation	completes	and	you	go	through	the	out-of-box	experience,	remember	to	use	Control	Panel	>	System	and
Security	>	Windows	Update	to	download	the	latest	patches	for	your	version	of	the	operating	system.	Then	reinstall	all	your	applications,	and	restore	your	files	from	backup.Wrapping	things	upEven	though	Windows	10	is	a	great	operating	system	with	a	lot	of	new	changes,	improvements,	and	features,	it	may	still	not	be	good	enough	for	many	people.
Reasons	can	include	problems	with	device	drivers,	to	features	not	working	correctly,	compatibility	issues,	or	the	simple	fact	that	a	lot	of	people	just	don't	like	the	new	operating	system.There	is	no	doubt	that	Microsoft	wants	customers	to	upgrade,	but	it	also	understands	that	Windows	10	may	not	be	for	everyone,	and	for	this	reason	the	company	offers
a	number	of	supported	ways	to	revert	to	the	previous	version.Did	you	upgrade	to	Windows	10	and	reverted	to	Windows	7	or	Windows	8.1?	Tell	us	your	story	in	the	comments	below.More	Windows	10	resourcesFor	more	help	articles,	coverage,	and	answers	on	Windows	10,	you	can	visit	the	following	resources:
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