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If you live far away from the people you care about, video chatting is the best way to feel more like you’re there with them in person. But there are so many video chat apps out there, many of which only work on certain platforms. How do you know which one to use? If you've tried to set up an initial video chat with someone, you know the problem
here. My parents are both iPhone users, but I'm an Android guy. All they know is FaceTime, but I don’t have access to that. Trying to get them to understand what they need to do to chat with me can be...less than fun. (But seriously, how about cross-platform FaceTime, Apple? We’d all use it.) Thankfully, we’re here to help. We tested a number of
apps on Android, iPhone, Windows, and macOS to find the best one for any given situation. Let’s do this thing. Our Real Recommendation: Just Use Facebook Messenger Look, I'll cut the chase here: Facebook Messenger is a great way to video chat with pretty much everyone you know. You might not have realized Facebook has video chat, but it does
—and it’s surprisingly good. And, since nearly everyone is on Facebook, they probably already have the requisite app, which is available pretty much any platform—Android and iOS have dedicated mobile apps for Messenger, and computer users can just leverage the web version of Messenger. If you and the person you want to chat with both have
Facebook, it’s really a no brainer. Skip the headache and just use that. If you don’t have Facebook (or are trying to chat with someone who doesn’t), no worries! Continue on for the various platform-based tools. Windows to Windows: Skype If you're a Windows user, Skype is the obvious choice here: it comes bundled with Windows now that Microsoft
owns it, and it’s become synonomous enough with video chat that basically everyone has a Skype account. Even if you don’t, you can sign in with Facebook if you want...but if you have Facebook, please just refer back to the previous section of this guide. Chats Between Two Apple Products (Mac, iPhone, and iPad): FaceTime Apple users! FaceTime is
where it’s at for you guys, but I'll be honest: I didn’t have to tell you that. You’'re probably already on the FaceTime train. If not, aboard. Toot toot! Seriously, though, it comes on all Macs, iPhones, and iPads, it works great, and everyone knows about it. Why would you use anything else? Android to Android: Google Duo Android is a bit more of a
convoluted mess than iOS or Mac, because there are a ton of different apps. Skype is available on Android, Facebook Messenger is available on Android, and Google’s older video chat offering, Hangouts, is still quite good on Android. However, when it comes to Android-to-Android chats, there’s a new choice that’s better than all the rest: Google Duo.
This has, at least in theory, become the de facto standard for video chats on Android. It’s honestly the best video chat platform I've personally used on Android, as it just seem to work. As much as I hate to admit it, that’s something Android could use more of. Across Other Platforms: Skype or Hangouts, Probably Okay, so now for the real head
scratcher: video chatting people who don’t have Facebook and use a different platform than you. Ugh. The obvious choices here are going to be Skype and Hangouts. They’'re both available for pretty much every major platform out there—Skype is on Windows, Android, Mac, and iOS; while Hangouts is available on Android, iOS, and the web. You'll
only need an applicable account to use either of them. It’s also worth mentioning that if you're trying to chat Android to iOS, Google Duo is available on both platforms as well. That would be my recommendation in that situation, though the other options mentioned here would also work. Techies, rejoice: Reports on the new iPhone 4 are finally here
(it'll be available June 24), and one of the gadget's major bragging rights is a built-in video calling feature named FaceTime. This will allow users to call other iPhone 4 users and chat while simultaneously watching each other's every move on their phone screen. Now while this is truly terrific for families separated by an ocean or, say, couples in long
distance relationships, it does add a bit of pressure in the beauty department: Now people have to look good just to pick up their cell phones?! Here are a few pretty little tricks for looking sharp in high resolution.Make eye contact: Define your eyes and intensity your gaze by lining them with a thin pencil. We like Urban Decay 24/7 Glide-On Eye
Pencil in Zero. Wink, wink: Lengthening mascara will make eyes appear larger, helpful on a small screen. We're loving CoverGirl LashBlast Volume Blasting Mascara. Look alive: Perk up your complexion with a good dusting of bronzer. Just a hint of golden warmth will make you look healthy and well rested. (And who doesn't need help in that
department?) We love Estée Lauder Bronze Goddess Soft Duo Bronzer.Speak up: Lips must stand out while you talk on, and on, and on. So a long-lasting lip color is essential. We like Revlon ColorStay Soft & Smooth Lipcolor.Refresh your hairstyle: A bottle of dry shampoo stashed in a purse can quickly save strands from a limp situation. We like
Klorane Gentle Dry Shampoo with Oat Milk. RELATED LINKS:Daily Beauty Reporter: OPI for the iPhoneDaily Beauty Reporter: Hot Or Not iPhone AppDaily Beauty Reporter: Beauty On Your iPhoneDaily Beauty Reporter: Does The iPhone Discriminate? No new notifications You'll get updated when important things are happening, and when you
engage with our community. Google on Thursday introduced video chatting capabilities to Android phones, akin to Face Time on Apple iOS devices, as part of version 2.3.4 of the mobile operating system. Other Android apps already offer video chatting capabilities, but Google has built the feature into the OS and also allows interoperability between
Android phones and tablets and computers. The video chatting feature has been integrated into the Google Talk application, and unlike Apple’s Face Time, works over Wi-Fi and 3G/4G (as long as your carrier and data contract allows you). A video or voice chat button will appear in the Google Talk friends list next to your contacts. While video
chatting, any text chats from that person will also appear overlaid on the video. When switching to a different application while video chatting, video will be paused while audio will continue to run in the background. Users of the Nexus S smartphone (built by Samsung for Google) are the first ones to receive the feature, as part of a new version of
Android (2.3.4). Other Android 2.3 devices will receive the update incrementally (read slow), as usual, over the air. “You can now video or voice chat with your friends, family and colleagues right from your Android phone, whether they’re on their compatible Android tablet or phone, or using Gmail with Google Talk on their computer,” Google’s
Product Manager Colin Gibbs and Wei Huang, tech lead, write on the official Google Mobile Blog. This is similar to Apple’s Face Time video chatting solution, which allows communication between front-facing camera-equipped iOS devices and Mac computers. But the advantage of Google’s solution right now is PC compatibility (works with video
chats from within Gmail on most browsers) and 3G/4G capabilities, as well as text on video overlay. If you are searching for interoperability between iOS and Android video chatting, you can check out Fring, which not only connects Android and iOS (including iPhone 3G/S) users, but also works over 3G/4G and Wi-Fi and allows for group video
chatting sessions of up to four people. To see how Google Talk with video chat works, check out this explanatory video from Google. Follow Daniel Ionescu and Today @ PCWorld on Twitter
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