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FIFA 13 review FIFA 13 review FIFA 13 review FIFA 13 review FIFA 13 review FIFA 13 offers a deep, well-rounded and realistic reading of football for a video game, but it may not have enough to fend off the competitionFIFA 13 isn't a gigantic step on from FIFA 12. It looks more polished, its Career Mode is deeper and, as is the case every year,
once you sink a couple of hours into it returning to last year's iteration is unthinkable. But it lacks any jaw dropping feature that makes it feel like an undisputed champ in its genre - a fact that isn't helped by the fact PES 2013 and Football Manager 2013 will be the strongest challenges it will have faced in years.FIFA 13: GameplayAll that having
been said, there's plenty to admire about FIFA 13. The tweaks, tucks and additions to the game's engine have changed the feel of EA's football sim significantly, delivering a shot of realism to the on-pitch action. The first and most obvious change is the First Touch mechanic, which will initially take some time getting used to. In earlier games, long
passes simply found their way - almost magnetically - onto their recipient's boot. Now only highly-skilled players can pluck the ball out of the air with ease. Everyone else has to be aware of factors such as speed, weather and opponents jockeying for position. Try to control a lofted ball with an average-skilled defender and a striker bearing down on
him, and you risk turning the ball into the attacker's path and offering them a shot on goal.The attacking Al has had quite a bit of work done. Players now bend or stagger their runs in order to remain on side as an attacking formation converges on the box. Players also have more options in attack and defence around free kicks. Attacking sides can
send players on dummy runs before the kick is taken, or have up to three players fake a kick take, while defending sides can add players to the wall and shimmy a little closer to the kicker. There's more immediate control over the ball at the player's feet now, thanks to the game using a tweaked version of FIFA Street's dribbling engine, and the all
round new physicality of the collision engine allows players to bump and bodycheck opponents. It all adds up to a football experience that feels as real and unpredictable as the real thing. Every tackle, set-piece and goal feels unique, and there's no sense that any action on the pitch could be recreated exactly the same way. Xbox 360 owners can even
use Kinect to change formations and substitute players on the fly - although watch the swearing at the refs as they tend to come down hard on teams managed by mouthy players.FIFA 13: FeaturesAway from the pitch Career Mode has been deepened and - like the rest of the game - made more realistic. The transfer system has been enhanced; now
teams attach value to players depending on their skill and their value to the first team squad so snagging the likes of David Silva isn't as easy as it was last year. Furthermore, players can insist on certain transfer terms - such as clearing space on the roster, or guaranteed first team starts - as part of the deal.Managers who renege on these terms
lower their acquisition's morale. Wage and transfer budgets can be blurred like last year, but for the first time, players can be offered as part of a transfer bid. Players can opt to play as a manager, player, or a player manager, and as they make their reputation they're given certain goals to accomplish. If they hit their targets, they'll receive
international call-ups - the chance to play or manage their country's national side - and they'll have the opportunity to play in international friendlies, qualifiers and tournaments. EA Sports has also added a series of Skill Games based around the different disciplines in football; passing, crossing, dribbling, shooting, advanced shooting, lobs, taking
penalties and taking free kicks. Not only is this a handy introduction to the game's controls for newbies, but it gives veterans something to shoot for. Finally, FIFA 13 is bursting at the seams with content - boots, uniforms, free-passes into international play - which the player can unlock by earning and spending XP in the EA Sports Football Club.FIFA
13: VerdictFIFA 13 is inarguably very solid. Like every FIFA entry it looks and plays better than its predecessor, and the addition of Skill Games and a deeper Career Mode are welcome additions. It just doesn't contain any mind-shattering innovations we've come to expect from this series. Maybe that'll come with the next generation of consoles. FIFA
13 may be more an enhancement than a revolution, but it's still the strongest football simulation on the market.FIFA 13 release date: 28 September 2012 FIFA 13 price: £39.99 The new season has begun! FIFA 21 is out so lace up your boots and start training. The newest entry doesn't add any major additions to the franchise, but changes to existing
modes require you to adjust the way you play. The on-the-pitch gameplay was also tweaked and new methods for attacking and defending will give you a leg-up on opponents who fail to update their tactics. Just like in real life, becoming a virtual soccer star doesn't happen overnight. It requires practice and knowledge. We can't help you with the
former, but the below tips will equip you with the know-how to take on opponents, progress through a successful career as a manager, or acquire the best FUT team possible. No matter how you play FIFA 21, this guide will help you in your quest to raise the Champions League trophy or grow youth players so they can become the next Lionel Messi.1.
Master Career Mode's new development system Finally! EA fixed the atrocious youth development system from the past few FIFA entries. No longer are you restricted to training five youth players at a time and crossing your fingers that they don't fail drills when you simulate through them. In FIFA 21, youth development is dependent upon player
form and the growth plan you choose. The best way to improve form is by giving youth players minutes in games, even if it means subbing them on in the 70th minute.(Image credit: EA Sports)The other way to expedite youth development is by choosing the correct plan for each player. Gone is the training system and in its place are growth plans that
take position and specialties into account. Choosing the correct plan for a young player will ensure they improve in the correct areas for their position and style of play.(Image credit: EA Sports)For example, if I want Alfonso Davies to be a wide full back, I would choose the "Attacking wide back" option and his vision, crossing, curve and short passing
abilities would increase more than others. Alternatively, the "Defensive Wide Back" option raises his aggression, standing tackle and reactions, but not the other traits. By default, each player is set to "Balanced," which spreads the points evenly across the most traits without focusing heavily on one area.Keeping your players on Balanced is the easy
way out. One way of knowing what plan is best is by looking at the ETA in the top-left corner that shows when the player's overall ranking will go up. Once you've chosen a plan, it's mostly set-it-and-forget-it -- the player will grow in the background throughout the year.2. Shape your players into superstarsAlong with improving individual traits,
players can, for the first time, upgrade their weak foot and skills star ratings using the method outlined above. In theory, this opens the door to create the perfect 5:5 (5-star weak foot, 5-star skills) player who can terrorize a defense with a flurry of moves then cut in from the wing to take a shot on their weaker foot. Just be thoughtful about which
players get these particular upgrades. Defenders shouldn't sacrifice tackling traits for a skill move bonus they won't ever use. Wingers, on the other hand, could benefit from having new skills in their arsenal and a stronger weak foot. Additionally, in FIFA 21, you can change a player's position by adjusting their training plan. You want to be careful
about doing this as well — adjusting a player's position can mean focusing on areas where they struggle and ignoring what they're best at. For example, if I want Erling Haaland to be a left-back, his blossoming shooting abilities would be abandoned while his rock-bottom defending skills would take ages to get up to a sufficient level. When changing a
player's position, think about moving them to adjacent roles (ST to CF; RB to LB).3. Complete training drills before simulating FIFA 21 introduces a new training system that will keep you busy even when it's not a match day. On off days, you can decide whether to train, rest or recover. In general, it's a good idea to rest the day before a match and
recover the day after. Depending on your team's fitness level, it might make sense to take a few more days off.(Image credit: EA Sports)On training days, your team will be split into three groups, each of which runs its own drill. Let me save you some frustration: these drills need to be manually completed before you start simulating. Why? Because
the simulated grade will match the highest rating you received when playing the mini-games on your own. Haven't completed a drill? That group of players will fail when you simulate. If players fail, they receive the fewest amount of sharpness points while losing the most fitness, so you'll want to complete each drill before simulating. Yes, it's possible
to finish all the drills in the first month of a season and then spend the next 11 months simulating. It's a flawed system, but at least this way your players will stay sharp without burning out.4. Master the new gameplay mechanics The gameplay in FIFA is improved from the previous entry. Along with more subtle changes, new Creative runs add a
feature fans of the franchise have requested for years. Instead of passing to a player and watching the passer stop dead in their tracks, you can now tell them in what direction to continue their run.(Image credit: EA Sports)This is achieved by flicking the right joystick immediately after passing the ball. If you've done it correctly, you'll see a green
arrow under the passer pointing in the direction they will run. The feature isn't perfect; the passer will continue a run until they are offside so be careful using this trick with defenders or you could leave yourself exposed at the back.You should also be aware that headers are now, well, not impossible to execute. You don't need to whip in an early
cross to have any chance of scoring. Headers are, as they should be, based on numerous variables, from the player's height and strength to the placement of the ball and positioning of the defender.5. FIFA 21 FUT: Don't buy packs In the same way I wouldn't recommend spending a paycheck on the lottery, your odds of scoring big from a Gold Pack
purchased with real money is low. Instead, the best way to unlock a team of top players is by putting in the time and effort. Play games, complete squad building challenges, ace tasks, and advance in a season's rank to get new gold packs. (Image credit: EA)Gold packs are easy to come by in FIFA 21. You get them from completing a range of game
types and challenges so the transfer market is flooded with gold cards. As such, you will never get back what you pay for gold card packs. Another way to own FUT is by dominating the transfer market. Keep tabs on players and see how they do in real life. When an unknown player does well in an actual game, their value can double or triple within
minutes. Be quick on the draw and list that player on the transfer market for more than they're usually worth.6. FUT players should download the official FIFA web app (Image credit: EA)Released on September 30, the official FIFA FUT web app lets you take control of your FUT club no matter where you go. Signing players, customizing your stadium
and sorting through your players using the web app on your laptop, tablet or smartphone. You can't play matches, but almost every other tool available in FIFA 21 can be used in the web app. 7. Practice every type of shot This is one of the few things on this list that hasn't changed from the previous year. The more shots you know how to perform, the
higher the chances of you scoring. It's not just about knowing the shot, it's also about knowing when to use the shot. For example, a chip shot (L1+ O on PS4) is a great option when the goalie clears their line. A finesse shot (R1 + O) should only be used when you have plenty of space and need to bend the ball into the corner of the net. In a 1-on-1
situation with a goalie? Try to use the low driven shot (R1 + L1 + O), which forces the goalie to drop to the ground.The newest type, timed shots, can be very tricky so be sure to practice these in the training drills before attempting them in a match. Executing a timed shot requires you to tap the shot button two times, once to begin shooting and the
second time just before the ball is kicked. Time it properly and you'll be going upper-90 from 40 years out every time.8. Get to know your players I can't emphasize this point enough: knowing your players' strengths and weaknesses can be the difference between winning and losing matches. Speed kills so if you have a quick player along the lines of
Leroy Sane or Raheem Sterling then exploit that pace and spring past defenders. Don't try sending Wes Morgan up the wing to outrun midfielders, instead, use his size and strength to win headers.(Image credit: EA Sports)Knowing your team also means learning the dominant foot of each player and having an idea of their skill moves and fitness level.
This way, you have a better chance of completing passes or scoring goals, and when a player with poor endurance is fatigued, you can sub them out so they aren't tired during the next match. The best to learn more about your players is by studying each of their attributes in the Squad Hub.Today's best EA Sports FIFA 21 deals (opens in new tab)
(opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)£54.99 (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View (opens in new tab)
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