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By	James	Stone	i	Jupiterimages/Photos.com/Getty	Images	The	ad	blocker	or	pop-up	blocker	installed	in	your	web	browser's	window	can	only	be	removed	if	it	was	installed	as	part	of	a	third-party	application.	If	this	pop-up	blocker	is	a	built-in	browser	feature,	you	will	not	have	the	option	of	removing	it.	You	will,	however,	be	able	to	disable	the	pop-up
blocker	from	the	browser's	settings	menu.	Once	you	have	uninstalled	a	third-party	ad-blocker	or	disabled	the	pop-up	blocker	in	your	browser,	your	browser	will	no	longer	suppress	pop-up	advertisements,	thus	making	your	computer	more	susceptible	to	unwanted	and	potentially	harmful	content.	Click	the	"Start"	button,	and	click	the	"All	Programs"
link.	Click	the	name	of	the	pop-up	blocker's	folder,	and	then	click	the	"Uninstall"	shortcut	link.	The	installation	wizard	displays	on	screen.	Click	the	"Next"	button	to	begin	the	uninstallation.	Click	the	"Finish"	button	after	the	process	finishes.	Restart	your	computer.	Click	the	"Start"	button,	and	then	click	the	"Control	Panel"	link.	Click	the	"Uninstall	a
program"	option	under	the	"Programs"	section.	Click	the	name	of	the	pop-up	toolbar	you	wish	to	remove,	and	then	click	the	"Uninstall"	button.	The	Installation	wizard	displays	on	screen.	Click	the	"Next"	button	to	begin	the	uninstallation.	Click	the	"Finish"	button	after	the	process	finishes.	Restart	your	computer.	Click	the	"Start"	button,	and	then
double-click	the	selected	browser's	application	shortcut.	Click	the	"Tools"	menu,	and	then	click	the	"Options"	heading.	Click	the	"Content"	tab,	then	click	the	"Block	pop-up	windows"	check	box.	Click	the	"OK"	button	to	apply	the	changes,	and	close	the	window.	Restart	your	browser.	If	you’ve	decided	once	and	for	all	that	you	can’t	stand	another	video
pre-roll	commercial,	then	it’s	time	to	install	an	ad	blocker.	But	which	one?	Don’t	worry.	We	picked	out	the	best	ad	blockers	for	Chrome.	Our	top	pick,	AdBlock,	does	exactly	what	its	name	suggests,	but	it	also	allows	you	to	customize	which	sites	are	allowed	to	show	ads	and	which	types	of	ads	are	shown.	Contents	AdBlockAdBlock	PlusuBlock
OriginAdGuardGhostery	But	if	AdBlock	doesn’t	quite	meet	all	of	your	ad	blocking	needs,	be	sure	to	check	out	the	other	picks	for	Chrome	ad	blockers	on	this	list.	However,	it	is	worth	noting	that	many	of	the	world’s	free	websites,	Digital	Trends	included,	rely	on	advertising	revenue	to	operate.	If	you	want	your	favorite	sites	to	continue	working	as	you
see	them	now,	make	sure	to	whitelist	them.	AdBlock	As	one	of	the	most	widely-used	ad	blockers	in	the	world,	we	would	be	remiss	if	we	didn’t	at	least	give	a	passing	mention	to	AdBlock.	With	its	very	on-the-nose	name	and	long-running	availability,	it’s	often	what	people	turn	to	when	they	consider	blocking	adverts	online	today.	The	AdBlock	extension
for	Chrome	works	automatically,	blocking	ads	on	static	web	pages	and	online	video	sites	like	YouTube.	It	also	lets	you	set	up	whitelists	of	sites	and	ad	types	to	allow	through	the	filter	if	you	so	choose.	Through	its	filter	list	subscription	system,	you	can	customize	your	web	browsing	experience	so	that	only	ads	you	like	are	shown,	or	untick	it	all	and
block	just	about	everything.	You	can	even	have	the	app	remove	other	webpage	aspects	you	find	distasteful,	like	social	networking	links,	and	protect	yourself	against	some	potential	malware	attacks.	AdBlock	does	participate	in	the	“Acceptable	Ads”	initiative,	so	there	are	ads	it	allows	through	(if	you	choose)	that	meet	certain	requirements.	AdBlock	is
also	known	to	be	a	little	resource	heavy,	especially	if	you	like	to	have	many	tabs	open	at	one	time,	and	there	have	been	some	claims	of	it	not	blocking	YouTube	ads	particularly	well.	Finally,	AdBlock	receives	regular	updates	that	help	the	software	keep	up	with	all	the	latest	internet	ad	delivery	methods,	which	is	always	important	for	good	ad-blocking
programs.	AdBlock	Plus	AdBlock	Plus	is	the	original	granddaddy	app	for	blocking	ads	online,	and	it’s	still	just	as	popular	today	as	it	was	when	it	first	took	the	web	by	storm.	Blocking	technology	takes	out	banner	ads,	video	pre-roll	ads,	social	networking	ads,	and	pop-ups.	It	offers	a	comprehensive	ad-blocking	service	to	all	who	install	its	Chrome
extension.	With	an	easy-to-navigate	interface	and	customizable	filter	list,	you	can	decide	exactly	which	ads	you	want	to	see	and	which	ones	you	never	want	to	see	again.	Its	whitelisting	function	lets	you	make	sure	your	favorite	sites	still	display	ads	so	they	can	continue	to	operate.	If	you	allow	acceptable	ads,	you	can	let	a	few	through	automatically	to
help	sites	that	stick	to	the	rules.	Note	that	around	five	years	ago,	AdBlock	Plus	was	accused	of	secretly	offering	to	push	ads	through	in	exchange	for	under-the-table	payments,	which	AdBlock	Plus	didn’t	exactly	deny.	The	organization	appears	to	make	unique	deals	with	larger	organizations	that	may	let	some	extra	ads	through.	uBlock	Origin	Entirely
free	and	open	source,	uBlock	Origin	is	another	popular	ad	blocking	extension	for	Google	Chrome	because	it	does	a	great	job	of	blocking	ads	without	taxing	your	system	in	the	process.	Utilizing	similar	block	lists	to	AdBlock	Plus,	uBlock	offers	comparable	blocking	capabilities.	Still,	by	leveraging	what	style	resources	are	required	for	individual	web
pages,	it	can	be	more	efficient	in	its	operation.	Its	specific	ability	to	counter	pesky	pop-under	ads	has	also	been	noted,	which	have	become	more	common	as	more	browsers	come	with	their	own	pop-up	blockers.	Users	can	also	leverage	uBlock’s	own	filters	for	ads,	malware,	and	privacy	concerns,	as	well	as	their	own	custom-created	filters.	Individual
sites	can	be	whitelisted	by	hitting	the	big	power	button	inside	the	tool	itself,	and	there	are	detailed	stat	breakdowns	to	let	you	know	how	effective	a	tool	it	has	been	since	installation.	AdGuard	Another	popular	ad	blocker	for	Chrome	is	AdGuard.	Capable	of	effectively	blocking	almost	all	ads	across	static	web	pages,	video	streaming	sites,	and	social
networks,	AdGuard	keeps	an	eye	out	for	pop-up	and	pop-under	ads,	too.	The	lightweight	Chrome	extension	has	additional	options	for	blocking	tracking	and	installing	nefarious	software	like	dialers,	adware,	and	other	malware.	One	of	its	biggest	claims	to	fame	is	its	ability	to	speed	up	your	web	browsing	experience	and	reduce	your	bandwidth	by
cutting	back	on	all	the	needless	clutter	that	comes	with	some	ads	and	trackers.	Some	users	have	reported	annoying	notifications	that	try	to	encourage	you	to	purchase	the	premium	version.	Still,	other	than	that,	AdGuard	has	almost	exclusively	positive	reviews	from	its	millions	of	users.	Ghostery	Even	though	it	functions	a	bit	differently	from	many	of
the	other	ad	blockers	included	in	this	list,	Ghostery	is	still	a	helpful	tool	for	personalizing	your	web	browsing	experience	and	making	it	just	how	you	want	it	to	be.	Its	main	purpose	is	to	block	web	trackers	and	analytics	devices	that	collect	information	about	you,	but	it	also	has	its	own	powerful	adblocker.	What	truly	attracts	people	to	Ghostery	over	the
many	other	available	options	is	its	more	extensive	choices	for	users.	If	you	want	to	prevent	particular	trackers	or	ad	types	from	accessing	your	information,	you	can.	To	make	this	simple,	even	for	those	brand-new	to	the	idea,	Ghostery	breaks	down	each	page	you	visit	with	thorough	details	of	the	kinds	of	trackers	and	ads	being	used	by	that	specific
site.	You	can	then	eliminate	components	at	will	or	make	more	large-scale,	sweeping	blocks.	The	only	disadvantage	of	Ghostery	is	that	you’ll	have	to	put	in	the	time	and	effort	in	explaining	how	you	want	it	to	work.	While	other	ad	blockers	perform	sufficiently	altogether,	if	you	try	this	approach	with	Ghostery,	you	might	discover	many	features	of	the
web	non-functional.	We	suggest	taking	a	little	time	to	get	it	right,	though,	and	Ghostery	just	might	become	your	preferred	tool	for	customizing	your	web	browsing	adventures.	Editors'	Recommendations	One	of	iOS	9’s	most	coveted	features	is	its	ability	to	provide	ad	blockers	(content	blockers)	in	mobile	Safari.	Purify	is	one	of	the	first	ad	blockers	for
iOS	9,	and	it	works	surprisingly	well	to	clean	up	the	mobile	Web	in	Safari.	[	Related:	7	tips	and	tricks	for	iOS	9	]	I	signed	up	for	the	Purify	beta	a	while	back,	and	got	an	email	the	other	day	inviting	me	to	try	it	via	the	TestFlight	app.	So	I	installed	TestFlight,	then	installed	Purify	on	my	iPhone	6	Plus.	I	wasn’t	sure	how	well	Purify	would	work	to	clean	up
the	mobile	Web	in	Safari,	but	I	was	pleasantly	surprised	indeed.	To	use	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9,	you	first	need	to	enable	it	in	the	Content	Blockers	menu	for	Safari	in	the	Settings	app.	Don’t	worry	if	you	haven’t	used	a	content	blocker	before	in	iOS	9,	Purify	has	a	helpful	animated	demo	that	explains	how	to	use	it.	And	I’ve	included	some
instructions	and	screenshots	below	so	you	can	take	a	peek	at	how	to	use	it	right	now.	How	to	install	and	enable	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9	The	Purify	app	has	been	released,	and	you	can	download	it	right	now	from	the	app	store.	It	costs	$3.99.		Here’s	how	you	can	install	and	enable	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9.	1.	Download	the	Purify	app	from
the	app	store	on	your	iOS	device.	2.	Open	the	Settings	app.	3.	Tap	on	Safari.	4.	Scroll	down	and	tap	on	Content	blockers.	5.	Tap	the	Purify	button	to	enable	Purify	in	Safari.	And	that’s	all	you	need	to	do	to	get	Purify	working	in	Safari	in	iOS	9.	But	Purify	blocks	more	than	just	ads,	so	if	you	want	to	customize	how	it	works	you’ll	need	to	do	a	bit	more
inside	the	Purify	app	itself.	How	to	configure	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9	The	preferences	menu	in	the	Purify	ad	blocker	for	iOS	9	also	lets	you	block	images,	scripts	and	even	fonts.		Here’s	how	you	can	configure	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9:	1.	Open	the	Purify	app	on	your	iOS	device.	2.	Tap	on	the	Preferences	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	app.	3.
Tap	the	Ads	and	Tracking	button	to	enable	or	disable	blocking	of	ads	and	trackers.	4.	You	also	have	the	option	of	blocking	these	additional	resources:	Images,	scripts	and	fonts.	Just	tap	the	button	next	to	each	to	enable	or	disable	blocking	them	in	Purify.	5.	Tap	on	Whitelisted	Sites	under	Personalization	to	edit	your	list	of	whitelisted	sites	(more	on	how
to	whitelist	sites	below).	It’s	quite	easy	to	configure	Purify	to	your	liking,	so	do	take	a	minute	or	two	to	look	at	the	preferences	menu	in	the	app.	How	to	whitelist	sites	in	the	Purify	ad	blocker	in	iOS	9	Tap	the	Sharing	button	to	add	the	Purify	Whitelist	button	to	your	Sharing	menu	in	iOS	9.	As	always,	it’s	a	very	good	idea	to	whitelist	the	sites	you	really
care	about	so	they	can	continue	to	generate	revenue	that	will	let	them	keep	producing	the	content	you	enjoy.	Whitelisting	sites	is	very	easy	and	fast	in	Purify,	here’s	how	you	can	do	it:	After	you	add	the	Purify	Whitelist	button	to	your	Sharing	menu,	tap	it	to	enable	or	disable	a	site	in	your	whitelist.	1.	Open	the	site	you	want	to	whitelist	in	Safari.	2.	Tap
on	the	Sharing	icon.	3.	Tap	on	More.	4.	Tap	on	the	Purify	Whitelist	button	to	add	it	to	the	Sharing	menu.	5.	Tap	the	Purify	Whitelist	button	that	now	appears	in	the	Sharing	menu.	6.	Tap	the	button	next	to	the	name	of	the	site	to	whitelist	it.	Once	you’ve	added	the	Purify	Whitelist	button	to	the	regular	Sharing	menu,	it’s	very	quick	and	easy	to	whitelist
your	favorite	sites.	They’ll	appreciate	your	continued	support	and	you’ll	feel	glad	that	you’re	doing	your	part	to	help	them	stay	in	business.	The	Purify	ad	blocker	for	iOS	9	is	off	to	a	good	start	So	far	I’m	pleased	with	the	Purify	ad	blocker.	It	definitely	makes	Web	pages	load	faster,	and	it	gets	rid	of	annoyances	like	popup	ads,	etc.	Browsing	the	Web	on
my	iPhone	6	Plus	with	Purify	on	is	certainly	a	better	overall	experience.	However,	I	did	encounter	one	problem	with	Purify.	Even	though	I	had	it	set	to	block	trackers,	I	still	saw	some	social	media	buttons	showing	up.	I	detest	them,	so	it	might	be	a	good	idea	for	the	Purify	developer	to	add	Fanboy’s	Social	List	to	Purify’s	ad	blocking	list.	Social	media
buttons	have	become	a	pestilence	on	the	Web,	so	making	sure	they	are	removed	should	be	a	top	priority	for	any	ad	blocker.	The	social	media	button	snafu	aside,	the	Purify	ad	blocker	looks	like	it’s	in	very	good	shape.	I	think	a	lot	of	iOS	9	users	are	going	to	be	very	happy	with	it	when	they	are	able	to	download	it	from	the	app	store.	Hopefully	it	will	be
available	soon	after	the	release	of	iOS	9.	Purify	is	one	of	the	first,	but	it	definitely	won’t	be	the	last	ad	blocker	released	for	iOS	9.	I	suspect	that	the	app	store	will	soon	be	inundated	with	ad	blocking	apps.	We’ll	have	to	wait	and	see	which	ones	survive	over	time,	and	which	ones	offer	the	best	blocking	options	in	iOS	9.	Did	you	miss	a	post?	Check	the
Eye	On	Apple	home	page	to	get	caught	up	with	the	latest	news,	discussions	and	rumors	about	Apple.
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