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Speed	on	Pix	by	Marti	Water	Image	from	Fotolia.com	If	you	have	your	eye	on	a	new	fancy	bass	boat	but	can’t	afford	much	more	than	a	simple	old	one,	don’t	worry.	One	of	the	most	useful	features	of	a	low	boat-its	high	casting	deck,	with	all	that	storage	space	under-	can	be	added	to	a	cheaper	and	simpler	open	boat.	You	could,	of	course,	cut	a	piece	of
plywood	and	put	it	in.	But	a	solid,	well	built	and	water	resistant	deck	is	worth	the	extra	effort,	adding	to	the	boat’s	value	when	it	comes	to	selling.	Sketch	a	rough	plan	for	the	new	bridge.	Will	it	be	completely	flat	or	will	the	bow	sections	be	higher?	Do	you	include	lockers	along	the	sides	of	the	hull	or	in	the	bilge?	What	kind	of	fittings	do	you	want	to
install	for	chairs,	candle	holders,	live	well	access,	and	so	on?	All	these	details	need	to	be	addressed	before	purchasing	materials,	so	you	don’t	spend	more	money	or	time	than	you	need.	If	your	boat	is	small	and	amortized,	the	high	decks	of	front	seen	on	larger	bass	boats	could	be	dangerous.	Stick	to	layout	and	deck	height	that	are	reasonable	for	the
size	of	your	boat.	Buy	half-inch	or	three-quarter	plywood	for	all	parts	of	the	new	deck,	and	enough	epoxy	resin	and	fiberglass	fabric	to	cover	both	sides	of	all	parts	of	the	deck.	Sea	level	plywood	is	the	best,	but	in	some	areas,	MDO	or	AB/AC	external	plywood	is	quite	good.	The	boil	test	is	proof:	if	a	plywood	scraper	starts	to	peel	apart	after	an	hour	or
so	in	boiling	water,	the	glue	is	not	enough	for	use	on	a	boat.	You’ll	also	need	a	little	two	or	two	for	two	plumber	lumber,	edges	and	corners.	If	you	are	going	to	install	commercial	build	molds	in	the	deck	to	get	to	the	storage	space	below,	buy	the	door	frames	and	covers	now.	If	you’re	making	your	mustache,	buy	zippers	and	latches	for	them.	Make
wooden	patterns	out	of	cardboard	or	scrap	to	fit	the	shape	of	the	boat	section	on	which	your	deck	will	go.	The	patterns	may	seem	messy,	but	they	save	a	lot	of	work	when	you	are	plotting	the	complex	curves	of	a	boat	arc	on	plywood	sheets.	Start	with	a	large	piece	of	cardboard	or	several	pieces	of	thin	plywood.	Gradually	cut	or	adjust	the	pattern	until
it	fits	to	the	desired	point.	When	you’re	happy	with	your	patterns,	move	them	on	plywood	sheets	and	track	them.	Cut	the	bridge	shapes	from	the	plywood	using	a	circular	saw.	Cut	them	a	little	too	high	at	first	–	it’s	easy	to	cut	if	they	don’t	fit.	Head	fits	every	piece	in	the	boat,	and	trim	a	little	at	a	time	until	it	fits	properly.	The	socks	in	a	bass	boat
should	never	be	perfectly	level:	they	should	slightly	aft	so	that	the	water	discharges	into	the	cockpit	instead	of	pooling	on	the	bridge.	Bass	boats	tend	to	cut	stern	down	when	resting	in	the	water,	so	consider	both	the	on-trailer	position	and	the	in-water	position	of	your	boat	when	deciding	how	much	to	tilt	the	bridge.	Cover	one	side	of	each	plywood
sheet	with	a	thin	layer	of	mixed	epoxy,	and	let	it	soak	for	someApply	a	little	more	epoxy,	then	a	layer	of	fiberglass	fabric.	Run	any	air	bubbles	from	under	the	cloth,	and	add	a	little	more	epoxy	if	necessary	to	completely	wet	any	remaining	dry	spots.	Let	this	cure	for	a	day	or	so,	then	flip	the	plywood	sheets	and	repeat	for	the	other	side.	Pay	special
attention	to	seal	the	edges	of	the	sheet	with	epoxy.	The	plywood	grain	can	suck	a	lot	of	water	and	should	be	well	sealed	to	avoid	rotting.	Measure	and	mark	the	positions	of	any	seat	bases,	keys	and	other	connections	on	the	bridge.	Mark	the	sides	of	the	internal	hull	of	the	boat	in	the	positions	where	the	heels	that	the	bridge	will	be	attached.	In	most
small	boats,	two	for	two	wooden	carvings	should	be	enough,	but	you	could	also	choose	to	use	aluminum	or	steel	L	angles	in	metal	boats.	Cutting	holes	in	the	deck	of	plywood	with	a	jigsaw	for	seat	bases,	closures	and	other	fittings.	Seal	the	cutting	edges	with	two	or	three	coats	of	epoxy.	Colla	two	for	two	hydraulics	on	the	lower	side	of	the	deck	with
epoxy	to	strengthen	it	in	heavily	loaded	areas,	such	as	seat	bases	or	door	edges.	Paint	the	top	of	the	bridge	with	non-skid	paint,	or	cover	with	a	non-skid	tread	material.	Tappeto	is	popular	in	new	bass	boats,	but	tends	to	grow	mold	and	mold	when	wet;	is	better	avoided	in	favor	of	waterproof	materials.	Two	for	two	timber	on	the	sides	of	the	internal
hull	or	on	the	rope	planes	so	that	the	bridge	will	have	something	to	rest.	Epoxy	works	well	to	ensure	the	cloaks	at	a	fiberglass	hull.	Mount	the	seat,	rod	and	door	fittings	on	the	deck,	bed	linen	with	a	sealant	like	3M	4200	to	keep	the	water	out.	If	you	are	building	your	headgear	instead	of	using	commercially	made	ones,	paste	a	plywood	lip	or	lumber	to
the	lower	side	of	the	bridge	and	use	the	cover	piece	as	the	hatch	cover.	Mount	the	deck	in	place,	and	paste	it	to	the	mounting	pockets	with	epoxy.	Often	there	is	no	need	to	seal	the	joint	between	the	bridge	and	the	side	of	the	hull;	a	little	air	flow	will	help	keep	the	bilge	under	the	bridge	to	grow	too	mold	and	mold.	The	flex	boats	while	traveling,	and
you	should	only	make	a	completely	rigid	joint	between	the	bridge	and	the	sides	of	the	hull	if	you	mean	for	the	bridge	to	take	some	of	the	structural	loads	of	the	hull.	Bass	Fishing,	once	a	small	recreational	sport,	grew	exponentially	to	an	estimated	$4.8	billion	sector.	Bass	Pro	Shops	and	Cabelas	retail	giants	have	built	superstores	throughout	the
United	States	and	internationally	to	try	to	satisfy	the	insatiable	appetite	for	this	game	fish.	If	you	have	a	substantial	work	capitala	strong	corporate	acumen,	you	can	be	able	to	start	your	own	business	low	boat	and	potentially	land	your	own	financial	trophy.	Since	opening	a	low	boat	dealer	will	require	an	important	experience	in	the	industry	and
business,	you	should	immerse	yourself	in	the	nautical	market.	Watch	bass	fishing	tournaments	in	person	and	get	to	know	professionals,	asking	them	advice	on	selecting	a	boat	and	industry	as	a	whole.	Know	the	mechanics	of	the	boat	forAbout	the	reliability	of	specific	brands	and	recruit	later	for	your	store.	Evaluate	boat	manufacturers	based	on
customer	service	and	reputation	and	meet	their	representatives	who	often	attend	these	tournaments	and	boat	shows.	Try	to	drive	some	boats	and	spend	time	on	water	by	learning	what	you	do	and	don't	like	each	other.	Consider	adherence	to	a	group	of	industry	such	as	the	Marine	Retailers	Association	of	the	Americas	for	further	credibility	and	to	get
the	expert	market.	Evaluate	the	credentials	necessary	to	obtain	a	certification	of	the	marine	sector	retailer	and	design	your	business	to	satisfy	these	qualifications.	It	is	an	initial	business	plan	that	outlines	as	you	plan	to	make	money	by	selling	bass	boats.	While	you	want	to	make	money	by	selling	new	boats	and	accessories,	include	the	design	income
from	Trade-Ins,	the	financing	and	sale	of	boats	used	between	income	flows	in	your	plan.	Include	a	market	analysis	with	your	business	plan	listing	your	competition,	the	survey	data	from	the	communities	of	surrounding	fishermen	and	tourist	data	from	local	trade	rooms.	Collect	store	service	rates	from	your	competitors.	Based	on	this	search,	start	the
application	process	with	the	low	boat	company	you	choose	to	know	that	the	final	approval	will	be	contingent	to	satisfy	their	financial	and	position	requirements.	Mercury	Marine,	for	example,	requires	an	initial	purchase	order	of	six	boats	and	has	substantial	parts,	services	and	showroom	requirements.	Choose	a	location	for	your	low	boat	dealership	in
an	area	where	the	low	fisherman	attends.	Take	your	business	plan	to	a	lender	with	a	full	budget	in	mind	that	includes	working	capital	to	support	the	initial	period	it	is	open	until	the	income	starts	to	come.	Ensure	all	requested	state	and	federal	permissions,	including	your	status	sales	tax	license	and	a	federal	employer	identification	number	that	you
will	need	when	you	take	employees.	Lease	or	purchase	your	position	with	your	opening	operating	funds	that	allow	the	time	for	your	dealer	request	to	be	approved.	Renting	sellers	and	request	training	opportunities	from	the	manufacturer's	representative.	Form	or	assume	certified	maritime	mechanics	to	perform	the	manufacturer's	warranty	work	and
repair	other	equipment	from	customers	or	purchased	through	trade.	Find	a	local	location	for	your	potential	customers	to	test	a	boat.	Perform	a	substantial	great	opening	effort	once	you	are	ready	and	market	your	business	throughout	your	community.	Consider	sponsoring	a	low	tournament	and	donate	awards	for	the	winners.	Offer	service	discounts
to	acclimatize	your	potentials	to	the	high	quality	of	service	you	will	provide	when	it	is	time	for	them	to	guarantee	a	new	boat.	Enter	every	day	through	December	4th	for	a	chance	to	win	a	2022	Toyota	Tundra	TRD	Off	Road	plus	âFuel	for	a	Yearâ	from	Marathon!	Click	here	to	enter.	Enter	daily	through	Nov.	15	for	a	chance	to	win	a	$10,000	gift	card	at
Bass	Pro	Shops!	Click	here	to	enter.	Recent	Results	Enter	every	day	through	18	October	for	a	to	win	a	2021	Toyota	4Runner	Off-Road	Premium,	AFTCO	$500	Gift	Card,	Grizzly	G60	Cooler,	Eukanuba	premium	pack	and	a	year	of	dog	food,	and	a	large	integrated	Big	Green	EGG	Nest+Handler	package.'	Your	best	Bass'	Contest	presented	by
WhataburgerRead	Whataburger	Contest	rules.	Enter	daily	through	June	4	for	a	chance	to	win	a	$500	Academy	Sports	+	Outdoor	Gift	Card!	There	will	be	two	winners	a	week	for	5	weeks!	Enter	every	day	through	January	29	for	the	chance	to	win	a	Bass	Pro	Shops	$1,000	gift	card!	There	will	be	a	winner	a	week	for	8	weeks!	—	Winners:Aaron	M.	from
Aurora,	COPamela	A.	from	Nashville,	TNJeffrey	T.	from	Wyoming,	NYKenia	P.	from	Corpus	Christi,	TXKelly	F.	from	Bessemer,	ALTom	A.	from	Newington,	CTKris	Y.	from	North	Port,	FLSydne	M.	from	Fort	White,	FLSea	Foam	Marine	PROaway	Fish	with	samples	Enter	every	day	through	November	20th	for	a	chance	to	win	a	fishing	experience	with	a
Toyota	Team	Bassmaster	Elite	pro,	a	trip	to	the	2021	Bassmaster	Classic,	and	a	fishing	prize	package!	A	total	value	of	$21,000!	—	Winner:	Kenneth	S.	from	Orrtanna,	Pa.Bassmaster	$10,000	Bass	Pro	Shops	Shopping	Spree	Sweepstakes	Winner:	B.	Stoughton	Teague,	Wisc.	Fish	with	Hank	Cherry	Sweepstakes	Enter	every	day	through	August	31st	for
a	chance	to	win	a	fishing	trip	with	the	champion	Bassmaster	Classic	2020	Hank	Cherry!	In	addition,	the	winner	will	receive	a	Bass	Cat	Sabre	FTD	low	boat	with	Mercury	engine	and	a	premium	package	fishing	gear!	A	total	value	of	$52,500!	—	Winner:	J.	Campbell	from	Fairmont,	MN.Rapala	#FocusOnFishing	ChallengeFish	with	Scott	Canterbury
Sweepstakestakes	Enter	every	day	for	your	chance	to	win	a	Skeeter	boat	and	a	prize	package	and	fish	one	day	with	the	Bassmaster	Angler	of	the	year	Scott	Canterbury!	—	Winner:	Scott	T.	of	Lukin,	Texas.	A	chance	to	win	a	series	of	rare	ancient	collectible	baits,	a	series	of	new	baits,	and	a	complete	set	of	Plano	EDGE	Tackle	boxes	and	an	antique	box!
A	total	value	of	$1,225!	—	Winner:	Ryan	D.	of	Loveland,	Colorado.	ZONA	LIVE	SWEEPSTAK	Read	the	Live	Zone	Sweepstakes	rules	here.	Enter	every	day	through	November	30	for	a	chance	to	win	a	fishing	trip	with	Bassmaster	Elite	pro	Jamie	Hartman!	In	addition,	the	winner	will	receive	a	low	boat	Nitro	Z18	with	Mercury	engine	and	a	premium
package	for	fishing!	A	total	value	of	$40,000!	—	Winner:	Michael	R.	from	Concord,	N.C.The	2019	Toyota	Tacoma	TRD	Off-Road	in	Ultimate	Toyota	Tacoma	Sweepstakestakes!	The	big	prize	includes	the	Tacoma,	an	authentic	Toyota	Accessories	Package,	additional	accessories	from	B&W	Trailer	Hitches,	Covercraft	and	LINE-X!	A	total	value	of	$43,167!
—	Winner:	Megan	M.	from	Culver	City,	California	The	winner	of	the	Fish	with	HunterSweepstakes	was	Doug	Foley	Fischer,	Missouri.	Rapala	Sweepstakes,	the	American	Collection	enters	until	7	July	2019.	Grand	Prize	Winner	receives	a	Red,	White	&	Blue	Next	Level	t-shirt,	a	No.	7	Rattling	RapalaÂ®	with	American	American	flag	a	RapalaÂ®Â	red,
white	&	blue	bottle	thermal	steel,	all	three	RapalaÂ®Â	red,	white	&	blue	trucker	caps	and	a	$50.00	RapalaÂ®	vip	merchandise	credit	card	redeemable	at	rapala.com.	retail	value	$175.00.	Five	classified	winners	will	each	receive	a	Rapala®	red,	white	or	blue	trucker	cap	.	(color	selected	randomly.)	retail	value	$24.99.Rapala®	has	collaborated	with
DAV®	(disabled	american	veterans)	and	contributes	with	10%	of	all	sales	of	the	Rapala®	collection	to	support	dav	while	maintaining	our	promises	to	men	and	women	who	have	served.	I'm	sorry.
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